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Make the most of your dollar

LORA SFORZA/THE VISTA

IPJ celebrates
International
Peace Day

EMILY WINSLOW/THE VISTA

Students enjoyed the booths and festivities at the International
Day of peace Celebration last Tuesday.

MEGHAN ANDERSON

STAFF WRITFR

A disverse and colorful
display of flags whipped in the
wind. Words like "unity" and
"harmony" floated through the
air everywhere you walked. The
Bob Marley song, "Get Up Stand
Up" filled the Garden of the Sky
Plaza. In the middle, there was
a painted mural, psychedelic in
its colors but peaceful in its im
ages of doves. The combination
of all these aspects lets you know
you are now immersed in a cel
ebration for International Day of

Peace
Last Tuesday, September 22,
2009, the Joan B. Kroc Institute
for Peace and Justice celebrated
the International Day of Peace
in the Garden of the Sky Plaza
during dead hours. Peace Day
was originally created by United
Nations in order to "provide an
opportunity for individuals, or
ganizations and nations to create
practical acts of peace on a shared
date." The actual United Nation's
developed International Day of
Peace is September 21st but dead
hours are more convenient for the
USD community.
see PEACE, page 3

Frank's Lounge
open to students
ALLYSON HUNT
STAFF WRITER

The USD community has
been anticipating the promised
recreational area dubbed the
"Frank Warren Lounge" ever
since the closing of the Market
Place last semester.
On Sept. 25, the wait finally
ended with the lounge's grand
opening. "The Simpsons Movie"
played on two giant flat screen
TVs as several groups of students
gathered around the pool tables,
engaging in friendly games.
"I'm really happy this place
finally opened, junior Tyler John
son said. "I've been hearing about
it forever, and I can't wait to try
out the Wii."
However, not everyone was
100 percent satisfied with the
change. "This new lounge is cool,
but I really liked the Market Place
and I miss the smoothies," senior
Keisha Thomas said.
According to the USD web

site, the new lounge will be "the
perfect place to relax, study,
play pool or watch sports with
friends."
At the grand opening Friday,
a chocolate fountain with marshmallows and fresh strawberries
tempted passers-by to join in the
fun and familiarize themselves
with the most recent addition to
the school.
People gathered in clusters
discussing the new lounge. "The
lounge is really awesome and I'm
so excited for the live entertain
ment they're supposed to be get
ting soon," sophomore Meghan
Smartin said.
USD has promised to pro
vide students with the opportu
nity to see live entertainment in
the lounge in the evenings and on
weekends. In addition to the many
forms of recreation available ev
eryday in the lounge there is also
a snack food cafe offering finger
foods like hot wings, nachos and
pizza.

RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA

Frank's lounge, located in the University Center, houses game
tables and televisions.

"TUCKER MAX GIVES OFF-BEAT WORDS OF ADVICE TO
COLLEGE KIDS"

-•• •

A portrayal of drinking and debauchery: The Tucker Max story hits
the big screen. Interview on page 12.

COUNTDOWN

30

DAYS UNTIL
HALLOWEEN

NATALIE NEWMAN
STAFF WRITFR

1. Gather your roommates and
split the expense of a Costco
membership. The $50 annual
membership fee quickly becomes
$12.50 when split between four
roommates. The money you will
save by buying in bulk will im
mediately recoup the expense.
2. Take advantage of free enter
tainment. Every Tuesday Balboa
Park offers free admission to al
ternating museums for San Diego
County residents.Think museums
are boring? The San Diego Hall
of Champions Sports Museum or
the San Diego Air and Space Mu
seum might change your mind.
3. Make money off old stuff.
Have a stack of DVDs that you no
longer watch? Many video stores,
including Blockbuster, will give
you in-store credit toward future
rentals if you give them your un
wanted DVDs.
4. Buy a coffee maker. Many
college students survive their allnighters or early morning classes
by purchasing a daily cup of cof
fee. If you actually stop to do the
math, that specialty latte or mo
cha costs on average $2.50-$3.50
a day. That's $17.50 a week, $70 a
month, and $280 a semester! You
can make your own coffee in the
same amount of time you would
spend standing in line at Star
bucks, and the amount of money
you'll save will be well worth the
cost of the machine.
5. Change your own oil. Oil
changes typically cost about $30,
and the average car needs 3-4 oil
changes per year. Check out autorepair.about.com for a simple,
step-by-step tutorial, complete
with photos.
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NEWS

News Editor: Anne Slagill
Asst. News Editor: Bernadette Smith
aslagill@usdvista.com

ANNE SLAGILL
NFWS FDITOR

Word of the week:

Glee
I tried to resist the Glee
hype for several reasons. First, I
already watch too many televi
sion shows. Second, I was once
a teenage musical theater freak
and I prefer to remain as far
removed as possible from my
song and dance days. Third, I
already watch too many televi
sion shows.
I'll admit, the tempta
tion to follow the series hit me
back in springtime. All of my
old theater buddies were going
wild about it and the previews
reminded me of my former
stagelust. Once again I felt the
flutter of the rising curtain, the
blinding heat of those big lights
and the thunderous applause of
appreciative affected souls.
It was all quite dramatic.
Hoping to retain the cool
guise of disinterested maturity,
I refused to watch the pilot epi
sode. When my friends raved
about the show I rolled my eyes
or said I had missed it. The
fact is, I've spent the last few
years growing comfortable with
my new role. I'm now the girl
who "used to be a dancer;" the
girl who "did the acting thing
once."
But I caught the bug thanks
to my insatiable curiosity and
the wretched invention of sites
like hulu.com, which have en
abled me to obsess over shows
despite missing the first few
episodes. Ah, the double-edged
blessing-curse of modern tech
nology.
Now that Glee is a part of
my weekly life, I catch myself
singing in the shower, or the
car or the mall. I find myself
dancing in the grocery store. I
even make dramatic faces to
myself in the mirror each morn
ing whilst brushing my teeth.
It's like my 16-year-old self
has returned in the midst of her
creative apex - minus the stupid
crushes and bad driving.
The show has reminded me
of a time before college, when
I had a creative outlet. I was
challenging my brain and my
body. I was singing and danc
ing enough to be considered an
active person. Back then I had
no time for TV or socializing,
and to be honest, I did better
work in school. I could walk up
several flights of stairs (SLP 4th
floor status) without feeling the
least bit winded.
Glee makes me feel like a
sellout slacker slob and I still
love it. What's up with that?
Despite the show's only
flaw - the ridiculous dramatiza
tion of high school life (includ
ing pregnancies, lies, heart
breaking and backstabbing), I
remain intrigued. I'm not sure
if I love or hate the random
musical numbers. All I know is
that Glee reminds me of simpler
times; times when my legs were
beautifully toned and my ear
was perfectly tuned.
I won't stop watching, and
you can bet your split-sole taps
I won't stop believin'.

z9
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1825 The first
locomotive with a passen
ger train runs in England.

1851 Flogging is abolished as
a form of punishment in the U.S.
Navy.

1982 The first of seven victims
in the Chicago area dies as a result
of cyanide-laced Extra-Strength
Tylenol capsules, The case
remains unsolved.

1955 James Dean dies at age
24 in a head-on collision driv
ing his Porsche 550 Spyder on a
California highway.
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1890 An act of Congress creates
Yosemite National Park, widely
known for its three groves of
giant sequoias - the world's largest
trees.

cn

1955
1951 Gordon Sumner, better
known as "Sting," is born on this
day in Newcastle, England.

1995 O.J. Simpson is acquitted
of the double murder of his es
tranged wife, Nicole Simpson, and
her friend, Ronald Goldman.

1957 The classic 1950s comedy
"Leave It To Beaver" debuts,
chronicling the lives of the Cleav
er family from the perspective of
7-year-old "Beaver."
Sources: History.com and
NYtimes.com

—News in Brief-—
NATALIE NEWMAN
STAFF WRITFR

SECRET SERVICE
INVESTIGATES
FACEBOOK POLL
Facebook removed a thirdparty application that allows
members to build polls after a user
created a poll asking if President
Obama should be killed.
Facebook spokesman Barry
Schnitt said that users initially
reported the poll. "The U.S. Secret
Service sent us an email late this
morning PDT asking us to take it
down," Schnitt said."At that point,
it had already been removed, and
we let them know."
The application has been
suspended while the inappropriate
content could be removed by the
developer, according to Schnitt.
The creator of the poll made it
available to all Facebook users,
and possible responses were "yes,"
"maybe," "if he cuts my health
care," and "no." Schnitt said the
user appears to have posted the
poll over the weekend.

CHICAGO STUDENT
MURDERED BY GANG
Four teenagers have been
charged with the murder of Chica
go honor student Derrion Albert.
Prosecutors said Albert was an
"innocent bystander" who ended
up in the middle of a street fight
between two gangs of students at
his school. The beating was cap
tured on videotape, and three teens
arrested in Albert's death were
seen attacking him on the tape.
Silvanus Shannon, 19, Eric
Carson, 16, and Eugene Riley,
18, were charged with first degree
murder and held without bail. On
Monday night, authorities said
they charged a fourth suspect,
17-year-old Eugene Bailey, with
murder.

That's not my name
Jillian Anthony

The videotape, shot by a
witness, has been broadcast na
tionally. The local Chicago tele
vision station that received the
tape turned it over to police. On
Monday night, family and friends
of Derrion Albert held a vigil in
his honor.
Albert's grandfather, Joseph
Walker; told a local television sta
tion, "This thing that happened to
him is so horrific that we just don't
know what we're going to do."

ICE SEIZES $41
MILLION IN CASH
The U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement agency,
in conjunction with Mexican and
Columbian officials, announced
Monday that they have seized
about $41 million hidden in ship
ping containers.
The agency, often referred to
as ICE, says this is the largest cash
seizure for the agency since its
founding. According to the agency,
two seizures of $11.2 million each
were made at a Buenaventura, Co
lumbia port. $ 11 million was found
hidden inside a shipment at the
Port of Manzanillo, Mexico, and
another $5 million was found in a
shipment departing from Mexico
and bound for Columbia.
An additional $2.15 million
was found on a vessel that arrived
in Manzanillo. According to ICE
director John Morton, all of the
money was concealed in sacks of
fertilizer chemicals in containers
transported on commercial ships.
"It was a very good means
of concealing currency," Morton
said.
ICE said the ports of Manza
nillo and Buenaventura are key
points along a populas route used
for smuggling cocaine to Mexico
and the United States, and then
sending the cash back to Colum
bia.
Source: CNN

Managing Editor

Dear Jilla,
My roommates and I recently adopted a kitten. She's so
cute and I instantly fell in love with her. I decided to name her
Lulu and my other roommates agreed. Later on, however, they
conspired against me and decided to name her Princess. I hate
it! What should I do?
Pissed in La Paloma
It's a really tough situation when roommates decide to band to
gether and gang up on another roommate. How can you fight back
when you're outnumbered? Using guerrilla tactics, that's how. Get
in the zone by imagining yourself huddled in the Cu Chi tunnels of
Vietnam about to invade the enemy from underground. It's a jungle
out there.
Plan A: Buy an engraved collar for your kitten with its original
name and fasten it around her neck. This is an act of finality. Who
else wants to dish out money for another engraving? And how an
noying would it get when people look at her collar and say, "Lulu?
But I thought her name was Princess." Game over.
Plan B: It's a cat. It doesn't recognize its name and it never will.
Call it what you like, in the end, it doesn't really matter, but if calling
it Lulu will make you feel more ownership, you go right ahead.

Dear Jilla,
I've made a huge mistake. The other day I accidentally
called my girlfriend by my ex's name. She is really upset and I
feel terrible. How do I fix this?
Memory Lapse in Maher
Oh. My. God. This is one of the top 10 relationship sins, or at
least one of the worst possible blows to an ego that is humanly pos
sible. If there weren't any jealousy issues before, you're sure as hell
going to have them now. You need to do some damage control, and
fast.
I suggest something grand and cheesy, like buying balloons in
all of the different letters of her name and decorating her room with
them. Go to a football game with her name painted on your chest
and a number one on your back. Write a song inspired by the way
her name rolls off your tongue like the iambic pentameter of Shake
speare and title it "Your Girlfriend's Name Here." And don't you
EVER mention that ex's name again in her presence again, even in
a ridiculing sense, as it has become worse than a taboo. She should
now be known as "she-who-shall-not-be-named."

TO GET YOUR BURNING QUESTIONS
ANSWERED BY JILLA, SEND ME AN
EMAIL AT JANTHONY@USDVISTA.COM.
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT I f
Sept. 22

Location: SHILEY CENTER

At 1:38 p.m. Public Safety responded
to a report of an anonymous letter of an in
appropriate nature that had been delivered
to a university employee. The letter was not
able to be traced.

Location: WEST PARKING
At 4:56 p.m. Public Safety responded to
a report of- a hit and run involving a com
muter student's vehicle. Upon investigation,
an unknown individual had sideswiped the
student's vehicle while it was parked and
secured, causing minor damages to the pas
senger side of the rear bumper.

Sept. 23

Location: ALCALA WEST NORTH LOT

At 4:07 p.m. Public Safety responded
to a late burglary report involving a
university-owned vehicle. Upon investiga
tion, unknown individual(s) had used the
front driver and passenger side doors to
gain entry and take approximately $2,000
worth of electronic equipment and personal
items. The vehicle was burglarized between
09/15/2009 and 09/23/2009. There were
signs of forced entry. The case has been
referred to SDPD.

Sept. 24

Location: FOUNDERS HALL

At 10:33 p.m. Resident Assistants
cited six students for minor in possession;
two students received additional citations
for hosting and for making bias-motivated
comments. Three additional students were
cited for being in the presence of alcohol.
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Sept. 25

At 9:46 p.m. Resident Assistants cited
six
students
for minor in possession. Three
Location: PALOMAR HALL
students received additional citations for
At 8:15 p.m. Public Safety responded to hosting. Three of the six students also re
a report by a concerned community member ceived various additional citations including
of an intoxicated student. Upon investigation, inconsiderate behavior, acts of dishonesty
a resident student had observed a female by and verbal abuse of any person.
herself near a USD tram stop that appeared
to be under the influence of alcohol.
Upon investigation, the student was con Location: UNIVERSITY TERRACE APtacted, identified as a resident, and had been PARTMENTS
vomiting repeatedly during Public Safety's
At 2:39 p.m., Public Safety responded
contact with her. Paramedics responded, and
determined she was too intoxicated to care to a report of vandalism to university-owned
for herself, but released her to be voluntarily property. Upon investigation, a resident
student had heard a thud on his patio in the
transported to Detox by Public Safety.
The Department of Public Safety en early morning hours, and then awoke later to
courages and appreciates "Community discover his patio-facing window screen had
on Patrol" activities such as reporting all been damaged and removed from the window
campus safety concerns in a timely manner. frame. There were no other damages, and no
entry was gained to the apartment.

Sept. 27

Location: LAGUNA HALL

University celebrates International Day of Peace
PEACE, continued
The Peace Day festival had
exhibits from 50 peace and social
organizations.
The organizations provided
spectators with a lot of variety.
They ranged from religious af
filiations such as Catholic Chari
ties (which is part of the Diocese
of San Diego), to the more peace
centered groups like the National
Conflict Resolution Center, and
to the highly specialized such as
Voices of Women and the Alli
ance for African Assistance.
Each exhibit had something
a little different to offer and say.
Some of them were just spread
ing their specific peaceful word.
While others were offering intern
ship, volunteer, and work opportu
nities.
In general there was an en
thusiasm to inform and have many
peace movements gather in one
area. Hope Williams from the Al
liance for African Assistance ex
pressed this enthusiastic sentiment
saying, "I am just excited to get
our name out to the students and
the public. It's a great opportunity
for a peace organization to really
send their message."
This feeling was also evident
with Betsey Bearnahart of the
Jubilee USA organization, which
is an interfaith group working to
lower and cancel debts in third
world countries.
She said "There is a real spirit
here today. I have never been to
a more diverse festival of peace.
The more activities offered and
the more connections groups and
people are able to make only will
help the greater world peace move
ment."
In addition to these peace

booths, there was live music, food
vendors, and a peace march from
The Immaculata to the Garden
of the Sky. The march was com
prised of students, faculty, civil
ians, and members of the above
discussed organizations.
The march was led by students
holding a banner that said "USD
does not tolerate hate." But that
does not mean that the celebration
did not include more radical voic
es criticizing the lack of peace in

THE VISTA

the world today. One pre seminary
student and marcher, Maxime Villenbuve held a sign advocating for
peace now. He said that he wanted
to participate in the festival in or
der to express his feelings about
war.
"We voted Obama in as Presi
dent last November and we are still
involved in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Everything is the same in that sit
uation. New president but nothing
has changed."

EMILY WINSL0W/THE VISTA

LEFT: Flags of many nations waved at the peace celebration.
ABOVE: Students visited the various vendors in front of the Joan B.
Kroc Institute for Peace and Justice.

Mary Beth Barker - Editor in Chief

Justine Marzoni - Asst. Arts & Culture

Kaitlin Perry - Associate Editor

Meredith Schneider - Chief Copy Editor

Jillian Anthony - Managing Editor

Ryan Brennan - Photo Editor

Anne Slagill - News Editor

Liz Crosby - Photographer

vista@usdvista.com

Bernadette Smith- Asst. News Editor

Lora Sforza - Art Director

Ads/Business - 619.206.4714

Ryan Mulvey - Opinion Editor

Alii Swift - Designer

Maggie Klos - Feature Editor

Bailey Gibson - Director of Finance

Ryan Sidhoo - Co-Sports Editor

Melissa Hines - Ad. Manager

Morgan Payne - Co-Sports Editor

Dr. David Sullivan - Academic Advisor

Ryan Coghill - Arts & Culture Editor

Marie Minnick - Operations Advisor

Editorial -619.260.4584

mhines@usdvista.com
Arts & Culture - 619.260.7848
Fax-619.260.4610
URL - www.theusdvista.com

The Vista publication is written and edited by
USD students and funded by revenues generated
by advertising and a student fee. Advertising
material published is for information purposes
only and is not to be construed as an expressed
or implied endorsement or verification of such
commercial venues by the staff or University.
The Vista office is located in the lower level of
the University Center, room 114B.
All inquiries should be sent to:
The Vista
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110
The first copies of the newspaper are complimentary, all copies thereafter are 25
cents charge.
Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of The Vista staff,
the University of San Diego or of its student body.
Letters to the Editor can be submitted to The Vista office. Letters should be limited
to 300 words and must be signed. For identification purposes. USD identification
numbers and writer's year must be included in the letter. The Vista reserves the
right to edit published letters. Any content sent to the editor will be considered for
publication unless otherwise stated.

t >

Thursday, October 1, 2009

RYAN MULVEY
OPINION FDITOR

Manhood
Two weeks ago, The Vista ran
an article discussing body image.
It was well-received. But, I want
to talk about something other than
physical beauty. I want to talk
about the beauty of the soul. More
specifically, I want to talk about
what it means to be a real man - a
gentleman.
Men
certainly
have
to
be concerned about popular
conceptions
of
male
body
image. However, unlike their
counterparts, men have some lee
way when it comes to physique. To
be masculine may include having
a muscular body, a deep voice or
other prominent secondary sexual
characteristics, but, masculinity is
much more complex.
Popular cultural concepts of
man are ripe with machoism and
expectations of sexual potency.
His success isn't marked by his
appearance, or even his athletic
ability, but by his erotic prowess.
This, like standards for the female
body, are ultimately damaging to
the male psyche, a debasement of
maleness.
This week's Vista introduces
Tucker Max, a writer and blogger
who recounts his sexual exploits
online. His book, "I Hope They
Serve Beer in Hell," is being
released as a motion picture. To
give you an idea of the tenor of his
"fratirical" work, consider a recent
post from his blog. In the post,
Max describes an act of fellatio
performed upon him by an x-ray
technician...while the x-ray video
machine is recording. Our favorite
libertine even posted a video of
said act. A federal court judge
once labeled Max a "poster child
for vulgarity." I concur.
Tucker Max represents the
popular modern archtype of man.
He parties incessantly, taking pride
in his bacchanalian debauchery;
he indulges in carnal pleasures
without regard for the personhood
of his partners, scorning the beauty
of sex and degrading woman; he
is self-centered, emotionless and
bestial, a product of unchecked
materialism
and
libertine
liberalism.
I am unequivocal in my
condemnation of Tucker Max as
a disgrace to the male sex and the
ideals of civility.
So, towards what should a
man attain? Physical strength and
athletic adroitness? Certainly. But,
man is more than mere muscle,
more than a simple animal. He is
intelligent and reasonable. The
ideal man, beyond being a fine
physical specimen, is nimble
in mind and the exercise of his
reason.
A real man is courteous,
respecting women and children,
recognizing his own future as
a father and husband.
He is
chivalrous and strives toward
the virtues of charity and justice.
Finally, without effeminacy, he
explores the depth of his emotions
and those of his fellow man.
Men
of
all
ages
and
backgrounds need to reclaim
what it means to be a real man
- a gentleman. Sick aberrant
individuals like Tucker Max need
to go.

OPINION

Opinion Editor: Ryan Mulvey
rmulvey@usdvista.com

Considering contraceptive birth control
Students debate appropriateness of school adherence to Catholic teachings
JORI GREGORIO

THEODORA VALOVSKA

STAFF WRITFR
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Walk around the University of San Diego campus and
you are bound to notice a few things. The landscaping is
absolutely breathtaking, the girls are pretty, you can see the
ocean from any high building and there are crucifixes, along with
other religious symbols, everywhere. What does this
all mean? That USD is not only located in one
of the most beautiful locations in the country,
but is also a Catholic institution. Our mission
statement says it best; we are "committed to
advancing academic excellence, expanding
liberal and professional knowledge, creating
a diverse and inclusive community and
preparing leaders dedicated to ethical
conduct and compassionate service."
I'll hit you with one more fact. The
Catholic Church teaches that the only
form of contraception permissible is
that of abstinence. If USD is a Catholic
institution, then it can mean only one
thing - that the university should not feel
any pressure to supply their students with
contraceptives.
In order to understand why USD is
opposed to the distribution of contraceptive
birth control it is important to understand what
precisely the Church teaches. Implicit in this
investigation is the underlining issue of marriage. "God
blessed them, saying, be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and
subdue it." (Gen. 1:28)
This is the Catholic doctrine of marriage, a sacred institution reflective
of the image of God. Gaudium et Spes, the pastoral constitution of Vatican
II that addresses the Church in the modem world, speaks beautifully about
marriage, describing it as a partnership of life and love designed by God.
He endowed this partnership with its own proper laws that both husband
and wife "surrender themselves to each other" and be loyal to each other
forever.
The institution of marriage is biblical and divine, created for man and
wife to share love for each other and to create new life, or in other words,
to have sex. This bond between man and wife is necessaiy for creation.
The usage of birth control goes against the idea under which God created
marriage.
Pope John Paul II spoke greatly on the church's stance on contraception
and the dangers that it may cause. He stated that "sexuality and love.. .is...
the gift of self and acceptance of another, [yet] it increasingly becomes
the occasion and instrument for self-assertion and the selfish satisfaction
of personal desires and instincts...the marriage union is betrayed.
Procreation then becomes the enemy to be avoided in sexual activity."
John Paul II also reminded us that the Bible teaches that love and
sexuality are to be shared and embraced between two people who are in
a loving and caring relationship. From an evolutionary standpoint, sex is
strictly for passing on genes. With the introduction of contraceptives, we
are going against Mother Nature's intent.
At the risk of getting too personal, why do you think many men prefer
intercourse without a condom? Say it with me people: because humans
were not intended to use contraceptives; not according to Nature or the
Bible.

6 4 The institution of marriage is biblical and
divine, created for man and wife to share
love for each other and to create new life...
The usage of birth control goes ag'ainst the
idea under which God created marriage, j j
There is absolutely no need for a Catholic university to go against
these teachings and support the usage of contraceptives by their students.
I am not going to get into the debate of overpopulation, and whether or not
married couples should or should not use contraceptives. My point here is
strictly that on a Catholic campus the distribution of contraceptives, as the
usage of birth control, is inappropriate to say the least.
Margaret Baker, a health educator at USD's Center for Health and
Wellness, said that, although birth control is not distributed to students
as a form of contraceptive, it is prescribed for other medical needs. She
was very clear that the health of the students is of primary concern and
that the school still supports and enforces the policies and teachings of
the Church.
I would emphasize that I am not under the illusion that all college
students are going to wait for marriage to have sex. Nor am I an advocate for
a world where every family is "Jon and Kate plus Eight." I simply believe
that there is an appropriate and inappropriate place for everything.
As a Catholic university, and one which operates so closely with the
Church, this is not an appropriate place for the distribution of birth control.
Furthermore, it is not the responsibility of the school to feel pressure to
distribute such contraceptives. We each knew what we were getting into,
when we sent in our deposit accepting admission. How could you have
missed the cross directly above the old USD logo?
So, suck it up, open your eyes and respect the beliefs and
doctrines running the institution at which you plan to earn your degree.

LORA SFORZA/THE VISTA

You open one up, careful not to
rip it. It's kind of slippery and messy
once it comes out of the packaging.
Then the smell hits you. It smells like
one thing: sex.
Condoms are used worldwide to
prevent unwanted pregnancies and
STIs. Health Services at Columbia
University reports that 20 to 25
percent of U.S. college students have
either been infected with an STI or
transmitted an STI to their sexual
partners. According to the American
Social-Health Association (ASHA),
more than half of all people will
have an STI at some point in their
lifetime. Thus, it comes as a surprise
that USD refuses to sell, much less
give out for free, condoms at the
Health Center. To me, it screams
social irresponsibility on the part of
school officials.
Students will have sex, no matter
what the administration believes,
and they will have sex whether or
not condoms are available. Common
sense should kick in right about
now. USD can either be proactive
in preventing STIs and unwanted
pregnancies, or the school can decide
to bury its head in the proverbial
sand.
"I think it's naive that USD
refuses to sell condoms," 23-year-old
San Diego resident Jake Gefell said.
"Believing that students can abstain
[from sex] is unrealistic."
Hiding from the truth has never
helped anyone. USD is hiding from
the fact that students have sex by
refusing to supply condoms and, for

that matter, birth control, at the Health Center.
This school is affiliated with the Catholic Church, which condemns
the use of condoms. The Church believes that sex should be solely for
procreation and the emotional development of a married couple. However,
we live in the 21 st century and this line of thought is far outdated for most
young adults. There's no need to hide beneath the covers - people have sex
outside of marriage.
According to CNN, there has been definitive research that condoms
help stop the spread of HI V/AIDS. But,if you ask Pope Benedict XVI about
the use of condoms in relation to HI V/AIDS, he will say that "you can't
resolve it with the distribution of condoms. On the contrary, [condoms]
increase the problem."
Ironically, USD is promoting World Aids Day, which will
be observed on Dec. 1. The school wants to gather support from
students. If this is so, then how can the school refuse to sell condoms?
USD prides itself on being diverse. It welcomes students of all religious
backgrounds. Thus, USD should recognize that not all its students are
Catholic and that not all of them believe in the Catholic teaching regarding
condoms. In order to accommodate all the different types of students on
campus, condoms should be made available, at least in the Health Center.
During my freshman year, the Health Center sent out e-mails to all
students warning about a syphilis outbreak on the SDSU campus. The
e-mail warned us to take precautions when coming into contact with
students from SDSU.

4 4 Students will have sex...whether or not
condoms are available...USD can either be
proactive in preventing STIs and unwanted
pregnancies, or the school can decide to
bury its head in the proverbial sand, j
"How can we protect ourselves if USD refuses to sell condoms on
campus?" said junior Alana Calise.
Alyssa Navapanich, a 20-year-old USD student, added, "What about
those students that can't get off-campus [to buy contraceptives] because
they don't have cars? How are they supposed to get protection?"
Ultimately, the problem lies in the fact that the Catholic teachings on
contraceptives were written at a time when STIs and HIV/AIDS were not
palpable problems. We are faced with the real probability of getting HIV
within our lifetimes.
For most of us, abstinence is not a realistic option. To care for its
students, USD supplies flu shots at the Health Center. Why not care
for its students in another way? Why not supply them with condoms
because, realistically, would you rather get the flu or die of AIDS?
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Organic food
is the future
AARON LEVINE
STAFF WRITFR

More and more people are
starting to gravitate towards eating
organic and non-processed foods,
which is promising news for the
fattest country in the world.
The organic movement is one
of the fastest growing businesses in
this country for a few reasons. One
reason is people are tired of eating
processed foods and want to be
healthier. Another reason is several
major corporations have seen how
profitable organic products can be
and have decided to mass produce
and mass market them to stores like
Walmart. Regardless of whether
these corporations are making
money off of us, at least we are
eating healthier.
There is one slight issue with
eating healthy: it's expensive.
Organic foods cost up to twice
as much as their processed
counterparts. Is it worth the price
to buy organic foods? How are
college kids supposed to be eating
organically when it's so expensive?
And why is it so expensive to eat
all-natural, low-cost food?
The reason organic food is so
expensive is processed food has
been thrown in our faces for the past
30 years. Processed food is cheaper
for suppliers and consumers. As a
result, our country has the highest
obesity rate in the world.
This summer, I saw the movie
"Food Inc." It was a graphic and
revealing depiction of what the
food we eat really is. After seeing
that movie, you too might be a little
more wary of what you buy when
you are at the grocery store or on
your next trip to the taco shop drivethru at 3 a.m. I don't want to ruin
the movie or write a review here,
so I am simply recommending that
anyone who cares about what they
eat see the film.
It's easy for someone without
any financial
restrictions to eat
healthy and organically, but this
doesn't apply for all social classes.
The majority of citizens in this
country are not wealthy enough to
steadily buy organic foods because
of extremely high prices. What are
they to do? Sometimes we have
to resort to the dollar menu when
times are hard.
One can only hope that the
green movement will continue
to grow exponentially. As it
does, the organic food business
will sky rocket and prices will
drop. There is nothing else to do
but wait and see what happens.
Hopefully, organics will be as
affordable as they were before
the commercialization of food.
Letters to the Editor
The Vista encourages letters to the
editor and commentary from students,
faculty, staff, administration and the
community.
They should be sent to letters@usdvista.com for review by the editor-inchief and the opinion editor.
Correspondanee should be limited to
300 words and must include contact
information. Letter content is subject
to editing for clarity and style.
The Vista does not publish anony
mous letters, those addressed to a
third party or letters in poor taste.
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Smoking banned in NYC parks and public spaces
Personal freedoms disappear in city government quest to legislate healthy habits

LIZ CROSBY
STAFF WRITFR

The days of being able to
smoke a cigarette in New York
City without being chastised, let
alone fined, are numbered. Public
spaces will no longer welcome
nicotine addicts as it will soon be
illegal to smoke a cig in public
parks within the famed city. In
1995, NYC banned stogie-toting
restaurant and bar patrons from
lighting up indoors. It's ironic that
the city is taking such extreme
measures to restrict smokers in
terms of the places that they can
light up.
Wasn't it Holly Golightly
in "Breakfast at Tiffany's" that

weilded a cigarette filter
the
length of a straw in nearly every
frame? Didn't Carrie Bradshaw
take drags off of her cancer stick
while writing her column in "Sex
and the City?"
It's funny to think that a city
that is so European (it was called
"New" York after the Duke of
York who forced out the Dutch)
would outlaw smokers in so many
spaces.
Ever since cigarettes were
banned from restaurants and bars
in New York City, the population
of smokers there has significantly
decreased. If the sexy, cool and
casual behavior of smokers in
parks were to diminish, then
perhaps fewer children would be

inspired to pick up the habit later
in life. This legal decision to ban
smokers may be better for the
health of New York citizens.
There is also the question
of whether or not this is an
infringement
upon
personal
freedom. By so greatly limiting
the number of places where a
person might smoke a cigarette is
the government going too far?
Cigarettes are poisonous and
undoubtedly unhealthy; how much
power, though, should the city
government of New York have in
regards to restricting a cigarette
consumer's intake of Reds?
Cigarettes are a legal substance
that can be purchased after the age
of eighteen.

In enclosed spaces, such as
bars and restaurants, non-smokers
would unwillingly breathe in
second-hand smoke. In open
aired parks, second-hand smoke
dissipates more freely into the
atmosphere making it more
difficult to breathe in.
It seems as though Mayor
Bloomberg (who used to be a
smoker) has taken his vendetta
against smoking too far. He has
met a great deal of criticism, and if
he follows through with outlawing
cigarettes in public parks, other
cities will follow suit.
Though it is a filthy habit,
it should be one that individuals
are permitted to partake in
for
the sake of
freedom.

MySDMobile and iPod bring USD into the future
SARAH JORGENSEN

GUEST WRITER
While I enjoyed a calzone
in the SLP last week, I was able
to check current sports scores,
read up on the courses I need
to complete the core curriculum
and look up books currently in
the Copley library stacks. All
of this I was able to do on my
friend's iPhone.
In this age of increasingly
advanced technology in our dayto-day lives, it makes sense that
USD is hopping on the iPhone
app bandwagon. MySDMobile
was recently made fully available
to students with iPhones through
the online iPhone app store, and
it will soon be made available
for students with Blackberrys
and other smart phones.
Now, I need to share an
immediate disclaimer. I don't
have an iPhone or any kind of

smart phone. Through fiddling
around with the program on a
friend's phone, though, I did get
the hang of the interface very
quickly. It's a sleek and well
designed program. The question,
though, isn't about how it looks,
but what it does.
As a freshman, I can single
handedly attest to the confusion
of being in a new place. Where
do I eat? What classes should
I take? When are the athletic
events? What else is happening
on
campus?
Though
this
information is easily accessible
through the USD website and the
MySanDiego platform, it's very
handy to have this information at
your fingertips.
One of the most helpful
features of MySDMobile is
definitely the campus map. With
its GPS capabilities, it'll be tough
for new kids like me to get lost
on campus anytime soon. Current

sports and event schedules are
handy as well, since it can be
tough to keep track of all that's
happening on campus.
However,
what
does
MySDMobile
offer
for
upperclassmen who already know
their way around or know how
to access all of this information
online? Furthermore, though the
directory feature of the application
is very handy, how much harder is
it to just sit down at a computer and
send your professor an email? It's
convenient if you're off campus
and have an urgent question, but
this isn't likely to happen many
times over the course of a college
career. The news section, though,
does provide rather current news,
making it easier to keep up to date
on new developments around the
school.
I think that this new
application is more helpful for the
new faces on campus. Most of the

information it provides isn't tough
to find on a computer, nor would
you want or need to access it from
your phone. However, the idea of
having a mobile platform through
the school is a very smart and
forward thinking idea.
According to the app's page in
the iPhone app store, we can soon
expect futher capabilities, such as
the abilitiy to view financial bills,
grades and other students' contact
information.
The program is off to a
wonderful running start, but with
many more features to come, only
time will tell just how effective it
will prove to be for students. In all
honesty, it's too soon to te\\. With
a11 these abilities,like being able to
check the Toreros' scores while in
the Gaslamp district, it's becoming
even easier to stay connected
with our school. Who knows,
maybe we'll eventually be able to
register for classes from the beach!
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Big Brother USD? Torero
1984? Brave New Campus?
Fahrenheit 92110?
The university adminis
tration is watching you and
recording what they see. Be
afraid. Be very afraid.
Have you heard about
CollegiateLink? The admin
istration is making its list
and checking it twice. Every
student on campus is liable
to be followed, watched and
analyzed with this new, creepy
online tool.
CollegiateLink
is
the
newest online
registration
system for the all clubs and
organizations on campus. It
has replaced the old system of
paper regristration through As
sociated Students.
Club leaders are required
to register their club with the
administration,
list
active

members and submit bylaws to
the site's database before their
organization may receive fund
ing, reserve space or assemble for
activities.
The website also includes
other tools to make club life
easier for officers and members
alike. Calendar features, among
others, allow for immediate dis
semination of event activity and
networking among the diversity
of on-campus organizations.
Students are expected to
create online profiles in order to
be recognized as active members
of their respective clubs. They are
not allowed to join without reveal
ing their full names and school
e-mail accounts.
These student profiles, which
list all extracurricular involve
ment, are accessible by other
students, faculty members, and
administration. There is an option,
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Anne Slagill, News Editor
Morgan Payne, Sports Co-Editor
though, to keep your name pri
vate.
Every club is assigned a staff
representative, who reviews their
membership, bylaws and constitu
tion . These staff members are not
chosen by the students, as fac
ulty advisors are, but assigned at
random. Their job is to facilitate
any student group's online pres
ence and ensure they are in line
with school procedures regarding
the new program.
But, why do we need Colle
giateLink? What was wrong with
the old method of simply reregis
tering clubs with Associated Stu
dents? And, why does the school
need to require online profiles for
every student?
It's hard enough to find 10
people to join a club. It's near im
possible to get 10 college students
online to make profiles and regis
ter their extracurricular involve-

ment.
We suspect this might
have something to do with
last year's debate over stu
dent assembly.
Regardless of whether
this is the case or not, Colle
giateLink threatens our right
to congregate and associate
freely. It is nothing but an
oppressive and impractical
online scheme. And, since it
isn't owned or operated by the
university, it is also a threat to
our privacy and personal in
formation.
CollegiateLink seems to
be more than a sorting system
that will be utilized by the
administration to track stu
dent involvement. Be careful,
keep an eye out and don't be
surprised when your club
gets a note from the school
regarding its activities.
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Why do the trams provide service to the Valley?
Missions tram stop negates efforts at going green, saving fuel, and promoting student well-being

LIZ CROSBY/THE VISTA

JULIE CEPEDA
STAFF WRITFR

The USD trams have a love/
hate relationship with the students
of our lovely campus. Their
unpredictability can make even
the most spontaneous person a
little anxious.
Students living in Manchester
Village and the commuters who
park in the West Lot find the trams
a saving grace from having to walk
up some very steep hills just to get
to main campus.
For the residents of the Vistas,
they're a nice thing to have when
you don't feel like walking down

Linda Vista Road, especially when
it's excruciatingly hot or when it
starts to get dark early.
For the residents of the
Valley...well, let's see, there's the
distance from campus...Oh wait,
Valley residents are as close to
main campus as residents can get,
unless they live in Maher Hall.
What about that accessibility
factor? Hold up, there's both a
lighted staircase and a lighted
pathway that Valley residents can
take. So, what is the point of the
Valley tram service?
As a resident of Manchester,
I believe that the East Campus
Valley stop on the tram route is an

unnecessary setback for students
trying to get to class from the
Vistas and Manchester. And, as a
former resident of the Valley, I've
always believed the Valley stop to
be completely pointless.
Back when there was no tram
stop and San Buenaventura was
a gated construction zone, I did
what every other Valley resident
did to get to campus; I walked
up that lighted path. And, you
know what? As far as I can tell,
I didn't suffer any physical or
psychological damage because of
it. It was a refreshing 5-10 minute
walk in the morning and a stressrelieving 5-10 minute walk after

class.
If our university is so
concerned with going green and
staying fit, why would it both
add an additional tram stop,
thus causing an excessive and
unnecessary use of fuel, and entice
students to take the tram instead of
walking to class?
Mike Adcock, a former
resident of San Buenaventura in
the Valley, also thinks the Valley
stop is inefficient. "I never used
the tram stop when I lived in the
Valley," Adcock said, "and I don't
think I've seen anyone use it. It's
just not efficient to use if you're
living in the Valley, and it's a

waste of time for everyone else
riding the tram to stop there."
Mike made an important
point. In the 10-15 minutes you
could wait for an East Campus
tram to stop in the Valley, you
could make your way up to main
campus and practically to IPJ, all
at a nice leisurely walking pace.
I think almost all the residents
of the Vistas and Manchester
would agree: people don't actually
use the Valley tram stop.
It's bad enough that the
trams are rarely on time. Must
we make this worse by adding a
useless stop? Oh, Tram Services,
will you ever get things right?

Condo for Rent. 2 bedroom 2 bath, Near USD - Bay Park. Upper Unit, Safe and Quiet Street. Great Breeze. Dog OK, $1,700 mo. 1 year lease.
Call 619-886-8890.
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ARTS & CULTURE
A poor
decision

RYAN COGHILL
A A C FDIT0R
As I sat in the computer lab
on Tuesday morning, looking
for articles to pitch at the next
writers meeting, a fellow Radiohead fan tipped me off with the
knowledge that Thorn Yorke of
Radiohead and Flea of the Red
Hot Chili Peppers had decided
to team up and play two shows
in downtown Los Angeles at the
Orpheum Theater on Sunday
Oct. 4 and Monday Oct. 5. He
then dropped the bomb on me
that tickets would be going on
sale in one hour.
This immediately caused me
to be uneasy. I knew that I had
a lot of work to do this week
end and a trip to L.A. was not
something that would fit into my
schedule. Then I slapped myself
in the face and realized that this
was Thorn Yorke and Flea. I have
only seen Radiohead once in my
life, as they only tour the U.S.
once every two years. I saw them
back in June of 2006 when they
played in downtown San Diego
at Bayside. The lightshow blew
my mind and was like nothing I
had seen before. The music, of
course, was phenomenal.
So when I heard that there
was a possibility of seeing Thorn
Yorke before Radiohead made
their way back to the states, one
can only imagine my excitement.
Well, maybe you can't if you
are not a Radiohead fan such as
my friend Christine, who "just
doesn't get them."
It twists my mind to think
that someone who loves music
so much can seriously not enjoy
the sound of Radiohead. I mean,
have you ever locked yourself up
in a dark room and listened to,
"Everything in Its Right Place,"
or "Fake Plastic Trees"? I sure
have. And how about Radiohead
and the USC marching band's
epic performance at the Grammys last year?
Anyway, the minute tickets
for the show went on sale I hit
refresh on my web browser to
reserve my place in line on the
Ticketmaster website. I filled out
the information, put my credit
card number in, and the total
came out to $67.00. It is always
nice to see an extra $18.00
charge tacked on for servicing
fees. Before I clicked submit, I
realized that I do not have that
kind of money or time. 1 clicked
out of the page and lost my spot
in line.
Two minutes later I reconsid- '
ered this decision and decided to
buy the ticket despite my better
judgment. The show had already
sold out by then. I knew this
would happen and for this I am
left with an immense feeling of
regret. Maybe it wasn't meant to
be though. Now I. will just have
to wait longer and allow my an
ticipation to grow until I am able
to see Radiohead in the future.
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"District 9" raises controversy in Nigeria
LINDSEY WEINTRAUB

STAFF WRITFR
This summer's "District 9," an
emotionally charged, documen
tary style movie about the arrival
of aliens in South Africa, thrilled
some with its originality and in
tensity, but left others burning with
offense. Banned in Nigeria for its
depiction of Nigerians as canni
balistic, uncivilized and corrupt
people, the film is causing uproar
due to the portrayal of Nigerians
and the nod to apartheid.
Directed by 29-year-old newbie
Neill Blomkamp, the movie is a
testament to the importance of
tenacity. The project originally
started with prestigious producer
Peter Jackson, mastermind behind
the epic trilogy "Lord of the
Rings," as a feature version of
the video game Halo. Blomkamp
caught Jackson's attention despite
his limited resume of short films
and commercials.
However, after five months the
production of "Halo" was halted.
That's when Jackson gave Blom
kamp the opportunity to stay in
New Zealand and attempt to keep
the energy flowing and produce
another movie.
Blomkamp chose to nurture
the seed of one of his short films,
"Alive in Jo'Burg," and with the
help of co-screenwriter, Terri
Tatchell, the two cultivated a
script, which two years later would
become one of the summer's big
gest blockbusters.
The genuine, raw feeling
that Blomkamp strived for was
achieved through locality and
documentary style filming, simi
lar to the style of "Cloverfield,"
but not nearly as dizzying. Bom
and raised in Johannesburg,
Blomkamp's movie is undoubt
edly South African. Much of the
dialogue is heard in thick, South
African accents due to the fact that
a large portion of the community
was involved in the movie making
process.
"90 percent of the commu
nity was hired...catering, security,
extras. Great fun," David James,
who partook in the process play
ing a mercenary, said.
Blomkamp's long time friend,
Sharlto Copley, plays the star
ring role as a security operative,
Wikus Van De Merwe. The two
share more than a friendship in
common- they are both rookies to
the silver screen who debuted with
a bang.

COURTESY FILM0FILIA.COM

"Playing the character, I saw so separated from the rest of Johan
clearly how you discriminate. The nesburg.
film deals with things that are fun
28 years later, nothing has hap
damentally human. 'District 9' is pened and patience has run dry.
also fundamentally a thriller, and The aliens are put in the hands of
there's no shortage of gory, gritty the Multi-National United (MNU),
scenes and clever special effects a company less interested in alien
that will appeal to fans who like wellbeing and more concerned
a little action with their sci-fi," with profiting from the aliens'
Copley said.
weapons. MNU then attempts to
Blomkamp and Copley, along relocate the aliens causing utter
with seasoned producer Peter chaos. The concept of separating
Jackson made quite the trifecta, the aliens from the locals sets the
with the movie creating a buzz basis for an underlying theme of
in the entertainment industry and segregation and apartheid, an issue
that resonates deep with South Af
raking in $108,456,233 at the box
office to date. The movie follows ricans.
the growing trend of success
Apartheid was a social and
ful movies in this economy: an economic way of preserving white
original, indie film produced on a power and maintaining separation.
low budget. Jackson describes the The government made it legal to
movie with great praise.
discriminate and separate whites
"In an industry that's look and blacks in every way of life,
ing to make movies out of every including banning interracial mar
obscure TV show, or sequels, or riage and allowing "white only"
video games, you look at 'District jobs.
9' and it's unlike anything you've
With the Bantu Authorities
ever seen," Jackson said.
Act in 1951, independent African
The movie begins in $outh states, known as "homelands,"
Africa, where an alien ship breaks were created based on ethnicity.
down and its passengers are Once someone became a citizen of
forced to take refuge in the larg a homeland they lost their citizen
est metropolis, Johannesburg. The ship to South Africa. Thus, home
aliens are put into a refugee camp, lands are to District 9 as separation
a walled off area known as District of black and white is to separation
9, until the world's nations can de of human and non-human.
termine what to do with them. For
Blomkamp claims he did not
years the aliens live in District 9, want his first major film to be col

ored by politics.
"I didn't want to go, 'Here's a
whole bunch of people oppressed
by this apartheid-esque society'
and beat people over the head
with it," Blomkamp said. "I rather
wanted to say this is the city I
grew up in [and] this is what it felt
like."
However, the movie has gener
ated heated controversy in both
West Africa and South Africa,
particularly in Nigeria. The film
depicts Nigerians exploiting the
evicted aliens. A Nigerian gang
ster capitalizes on the opportunity
to make money through an array
of paid services including food,
weapons, and prostitution.
Information Minister Dora
Akunyili has asked movie houses
to stop screening the movie, as
well as having the country's film
and censor board seize all copies
of the movie.
Akunyili also wants an apology
from Sony, in addition to editing
out references made to Nigerians.
Particularly offensive is the name
of the lead gangster, Obesandjo,
which sounds a little too much like
the name of a previous Nigerian
President, Olusegun Obasanjo.
In the movie Obesandjo at
tempts to cut off and eat the arm of
security operative Wikus Van De
Merwe in order to gain supernatu
ral powers. In addition to the gory,
cannibalistic depiction of Obe
sandjo, the film shows Nigerian
prostitutes offering their services
to alien clientele.
The controversial film
has
spawned the creation of a Facebook group, "Nigerians Offended
by District 9," which yields 1,042
members to date. Creator Bori
Anjolaoluwa Afolabi's group de
scription reads:
"After seeing this movie, as a
Nigerian I was very offended at
how boldly it portrayed Nigerians
in a barbaric animal like way. It is
as insensitive as it gets and I hope
our people speak up! Please join
and lets get a forum going on this
foolishness. It has to stop. I am soo
sick of it. Not only as a Nigerian
but as a human being."
The scenes that involve Ni
gerian corruption consist of less
than 10 minutes of the 113-minute
movie. Malawian actor Eugene
Khumbanyiw, who plays the gang
leader Obesandjo, simply said:
"It's a story, you know," he
said. "It's not like Nigerians do eat
aliens. Aliens don't even exist in
the first place."

Killer new season for Showtime's serial thriller
RYAN MULVEY

OPINION EDITOR
For those of you who don't pay
for premium cable, you're miss
ing out on TV's hottest series,
"Dexter."
Starring Michael C. Hall,
"Dexter" is a police crime drama
that follows the life of Dexter
Morgan, your normal blood spat
ter forensics analyst. That is, as
normal a police analyst who is also
a sociopathic serial killer can be.
Despite his upstanding d^neanor,
Dexter is an emotionless shell of
a man who seeks thrills in murder
ing criminals who escape justice
through the cracks of the modern
American judicial system. Sounds

like a fun premise, doesn't it?
Dexter Morgan is the arche
typal antihero - a dark and cold
vigilante that captivates viewers.
Despite his merciless urge to kill,
semi-personified in what he calls
his "Dark Passenger," Dexter is a
familiar, even sympathetic charac
ter. He's the enviable guy that buys
the daily donut ration to the police
precinct and has the perfect rela
tionship with his girlfriend. View
ers find themselves not merely
pitying his sad and emotionless
existence andhis two conflicting
lives, but rather cheering him on
in his murderous schemes while
holding their breath as to whether
he can keep his secrets from
friends, family and loved ones.
The show's exhilarating plots,

along with its fair doses of black
humor, are addicting. It's not un
natural to obsessively tune in week
after week with a hope and prayer
that Dexter succeeds in taking an
other man's life.
With season four premiering
this past Sunday, viewers are in
for a roller coaster of mystery and
murderous rampage for the next
12 weeks.
While past seasons explored
Dexter's past and his search to find
some meaning to his existence,
season four finds Dexter trying to
balance two asymmetrical lives.
Hall is as exciting an actor as
ever. Episode one of season four is
a shining example of his ability to
convincingly adapt his character
to ever changing realities - in this

case, that of fatherhood and family
life.
No cast changes were made for
this new season, though Keith Carradine has returned as FBI Special
Agent Frank Lundy. Lundy's
return is eclipsed, however, by
the arrival of the "Trinity Killer,"
the most prolific and deadly serial
killer in American history, played
ever so masterfully by John Lithgow.
Season four promises not only
to be the best yet, but also the
most gruesomely intricate and
emotionally charged. Be sure to
check it out, if you aren't already
an addict; the Code of Harry de
mands as much. New episodes
of Dexter air every Sunday at 9
p.m.on Showtime.
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Foreign to California
An outsider's view to southern California culture
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J0RI GREG0RI0
STAFF WRITFR

California is the most populated state in the United States, housing
one out of every eight Americans. With only Alaska and Texas having a
larger land area than California, it is the country's top agricultural state,
growing half of the food for the entire country. Hollywood, Disneyland,
Knotts Berry Farm, Jennifer Aniston, Britney Spears and Shamu can all
be found here. Along with the hundreds of other tourist attractions,
California is also home to hundreds of colleges and universities, which
attract students from all over the country and world.
According to the fall 2008 records, 38 percent of University of
San Diego students are from out-of-state. This means that many of our
students are thousands of miles away from
home and trying to adapt to a completely dif
ferent lifestyle. One of the first questions asked
when college students meet a new person is,
'where are you from?" The Vista caught up with
a few students who are not from California and
asked them some questions about their home
towns and how they contrast to California.
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Rita Magliocco
Hometown: Newtown, Connecticut
What would you d o on a n average Saturday back home?
Go to a football game or some type of sporting game, hang out in a basement and just relax with all of
your friends.

What do you friends think about you going to school in California? Are
they ever jealous?
They have a weird concept of the So-Cal life. 3,000 miles away...can't imagine it. They think it's really
glitzy and I run into famous people a lot. They think everyone surfs, which we all know is far from true.
It's funny because my friends back home get jealous because they watch the OC and think that's my
life.

Which state do you like living in more?
Wow that's hard. I like living in California because of the weather and I love my friends at school. I miss
CT a lot because it's home! I got a job back home in Connecticut so I'll be moving there after gradua
tion, and I must admit, I'll be excited for the seasons again.

Alex Nielsen
Hometown: Reno, Nevada
What would you do on an average Saturday
back home?
On an average Saturday I usually go up to Lake Tahoe with a
group of friends to swim and lay out on the beach.

Rachal Horgan
Hometown: Eugene, Oregon
What does a typical Saturday in Eugene entail?

I

Wake up and go for a run at one of the many gorgeous trails in Eugene. Get breakfast at a
bagel shop then throw on our tye-dye and hit the Saturday Market. We'd then probably just
hang out at someone's house or do something outdoorsy. At night we'd either get together
for a movie, or if we're feeling up for it we'd go to a house party.

How is the fashion in Eugene different from the fashion in
California?
In the Eug we wear workout clothes/sweats all the time. If we go out and want to look good
we pick out our fave pair of jeans, not designer, and a sweatshirt. No one wears heels out,
that is unheard of.

What do your friends think about you going to school in
California? Are they jealous?
Yes my friends are all very jealous, but they love the big school atmosphere and huge football
games. They also really like our hometown and being close to friends and family. They're
jealous, but I don't think they know what of. Most people idealize places like this, but don't
have any real reasons or evidence of what it is they're jealous of.

Nils Andreas Schive
Hometown: Oslo, Norway

Is t h e typical person from your hometown
a s stylish a s people in California? Are their
personalities different?
The typical person from my hometown isn't quite as fashion
able as California, especially southern California, but they
still look good. Personalities are very different. People
from Reno are way more laid-back and chill com
pared to people from California.

Would you rather live in
California or Nevada?
like living in Nevada more be
cause I miss the seasons and
the people are nicer and way
l_
better drivers!

Why did you decide t o come t o S a n Diego?

i g to school in Califo
riends think it's cool that I go to
. little jealous.

state do you like living in
)ve getting to live in both places, but when I
I think I will move back to Scottsdale becaus
a great place to live. It is so comfortable to ti
there with all of the shopping, restaurants and
also less crowd

I came to the US because of the college and tennis opportunities. I chose San Diego
because the weather is nice...I wanted to live the lifestyle people do in southern
California and because of the academics USD offers. Also, there is a lot of respect for
U.S. universities in Norway.

Was it hard coming t o America with t h e drinking a g e being
different?
It was very different, but there are a lot of fun things to do in San Diego besides the
bars so it hasn't really bothered me much.

You said you wanted to live the California lifestyle. How is that
lifestyle different from the Norway lifestyle?
It is different because the climate is different so instead of putting on a big jacket and
staying in most of the year I can live at the beach. We walk around in shorts and have
summer all year here. It is not like that in Norway.
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Cudi releases much anticipated album
ALBERT SAMAHA
GUEST WRITER

JUSTINE MARZONI
ASSISTANT AftC FDITOR

The other evening I was
watching a program on television
about the future of communica
tion technology. Considering
that I am a communication stud
ies major, one would think that
this sort of show would excite
me, however it affected me in a
strange way. This show planted
a seed of fear within me for the
impending generations.
Although I consider myself
pretty competent when it comes
to electronics and whatnot, there
is definitely part of me that ques
tions and fears technology. Don't
get me wrong; I'm not one of
those radicals that won't use the
Internet or who throws a blanket
over their television set-because
they're afraid "Big Brother" is
watching. I'm not a conspiracy
theorist. My concern with the
evolution of technology has
more to do with the indirect and
long-term effects it will have on
culture.
My biggest problem with the
previously mentioned TV show,
besides the irritating host, was the
portion of the program in which
the future of cell phones and other
forms of wireless communication
were being discussed.
According to this program,
within the next 15 to 20 years
the average civilian will be able
to have video conference calls
with multiple people through a
pair of sunglasses. And if that
isn't enough the show claimed
that "scientists" are developing
new technologies to make it pos
sible for humans to communicate
without using verbal speech.
I know what you're think
ing. You're thinking this is a great,
awesome and a step forward in
the rad future we've dreamed
of. And what I am trying to do
is tell you that you should ques
tion these new developments and
not encourage them. All of these
things are crazy, terrible ideas.
Ok, sure, it would be cool to
call your best friend in the middle
of class and have an entire silent
conversation by just sending
brainwaves. But don't you think
that compromises the human ex
perience? Don't you think that is
just a little too convenient? I do.
Part of what makes communi
cation so important is that there
is a certain level of difficulty
involved in it. We live in a time
of immediate gratification: fast
food, one-hour photo and text
messaging. We've already di
luted communication to the point
that someone may dump their
boyfriend via Facebook. Why
further complicate an already
message-dense world with brain
wave conversations?
Please "scientists," whoever
you are, heed my cry. Don't rob
our future generations of their
human experiences. Let our chil
dren learn patience and experi
ence the fee.ling of excitement
upon waiting for a response from
someone. Don't feed our need
for instant satisfaction. Let us
communicate in the way humans
were meant to, face to face.

It is obvious that Kid Cudi is
different from to other rappers.The
self-proclaimed "Lonely Stoner,"
prefers fedoras and flannels to the
tall T's and loose jeans ubiquitous
to many of his hip-hop contempo
raries. He mocks his own athletic
deficiencies and boasts of his artis
tic inclinations. He hates violence
and loves cheeseburgers. Cudi
speaks articulately, intelligently
and with startling perspective. His
reflective demeanor has made him
an enigmatic figure in the music
world. But after exploding onto
the scene and catching Kanye
West's ear with his masterful mixtape, "A Kid Named Cudi," it re
mained to be seen how Kid Cudi's
eccentricities would translate onto
a full-scale album.
The highly anticipated debut
album of the 25-year-old rapper
from Cleveland, "Man on the
Moon: End of Day," answered
such queries, delivering a refresh
ing, genre-bending creativity not
seen since the dawning of A Tribe
Called Quest in the early nineties.
On "Man on the Moon" Cudi
fuses the narrative elements of old
school hip-hop with the futuristic,
synthetic instrumental popular
ized by his colleague and record
producer Kanye West to create
a distinct sound that will, at its
worst, go down as one of the most
unique experiments in hip-hop
history, and, at its best, stand as a
significant evolutionary leap in a
slowly decaying genre.
The album serves as an intro
duction to the Lonely Stoner, Mr.
Solo Dolo, the Man on the Moon,
the kid named Cudi; our introduc
tion to Scott Mescudi. Kid Cudi
takes the listener deep into his
unconscious, opening up the vault
of his thoughts, secrets, fears and
hopes - all those things which
manifest in dreams. The album is
not for clubs, it's not for radioplay. It's for all those who relate
to Kid Cudi, all those who feel the
same emotions he feels. His intro
spective lyrics allow the listener to
peer into his heart, into his mind
and deep into his soul.
The true beauty of "Man on
the Moon: End of Day" is that it is
not simply a compilation of songs.
It is a story, meticulously ordered
and poetically deep. The story,
made up of five acts and smoothly
narrated by rapper Common, de-
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tails the bedtime dreams of our
protagonist, Kid Cudi, from the
moment he falls asleep to the
moment he awakens. The first act
of the album begins with "In My
Dreams," a slow mesmerizing
singsong that swiftly immerses
the listener into the theme and
ends with Common introducing
Kid Cudi as, "a voice who spoke
of vulnerability and other human
emotions and issues never before

terrors, through the psychedelic verses from Kanye West and
surrealism, through the wildest Common, was originally recorded
fantasies, and back to the morn just for fun and ended up as a late,
ing blur of aroused consciousness, yet fitting, addition to the album.
in "Man on the Moon," the whole
Throughout "Man on the
is no doubt greater than the sum of Moon" Kid Cudi flaunts his sur
the parts. Each song complements prisingly excellent singing voice,
the one before it and after it, by ad which at times- especially in the
vancing the narrative and bringing song "Enter Galactic"- sounds a
a new aspect of the dream sequence bit like John Legend. Cudi amal
to the listener. The album is best gamates his vocal and lyrical skills
digested in its ordered entirety, as to create a hybrid singing-rapping
style that is evocative of fellow
Cleveland rappers Bone Thugs
and Harmony. The influence of
Bone Thugs is palpable in Cudi's
music, stylistically and conceptu
ally. Cudi seems to pay homage to
the legendary rappers by adopting
their patented staccato stutterstep flow in "Hyyerr," a song that
covers a topic notoriously associ
ated with the mellow and melodi
ous rap group.
"Man on the Moon: End of
each track plays an integral role in
the narrative. The creativity of the Day" has pushed Kid Cudi to the
concept is decorated by the genius head of the class of this new gen
eration of lyrically-based, socially
of the execution.
Incredibly the first three sin conscious young rappers, ahead of
gles on the album, "Day N Night," Drake, Wale, Asher Roth, Pac Div,
"Make Her Say," and "Sky Might and J. Cole. The utter creativity
Fall," seamlessly blend into the and musical genius of Kid Cudi
themed track list despite the fact was showcased in the debut album.
that they were produced over At a time when hip-hop seemed on
a broad range of time. "Day N the verge of death by way of hack
Night" was released online over neyed content, lack of substance,
two years ago and featured in "A and mainstream appeasement, Kid
Kid Named Cudi." Conversely, Cudi provides a rejuvenating jolt
"Make Her Say," which features of imagination.

^ ^ Cudi fuses the narrative
elements of old school hip-hop
with the futuristic, synthetic
instrumentals.
}j
heard so vividly and honestly.
This is the story of a young man
who believed not only in himself
but in his dreams too. This is the
story of the Man on the Moon."
Throughout the album, the
talented Kid Cudi stays true to
the theme. "Man on the Moon" is
basically a single long dream se
quence which follows the protag
onist through the emotional roller
coaster of unconscious thought in
five parts. From the contemplative
drift into the calm of nighttime
abyss, through the rise of the night

Walls deals with love and loss in "The Glass Castle"
ERIN HERNANDEZ
GUEST WRITER

Jeannette Walls gives a private
look into the life of her wildly ec
centric and sadly dysfunctional
family in her memoir "The Glass
Castle." Walls' parents ascribed to
the mentality that children learn
from their mistakes - a parenting
method that left the Walls children
to their own devices. During her
early years, her parents adopted
a nomadic lifestyle, usually trav
eling throughout the desert. Rex
Walls, a man of many talents and
a captivating personality, promises
to one day build his family a glass
castle so they can finally settle
their roots. His children quickly
lose their faith in the dream of
the glass castle, as the promise re
mains unfulfilled and their father,
more often than not, spends what
little money their family has on his

two biggest vices - drinking and
gambling.
Jeannette's hope, however,
lasts far longer than that of her
siblings. Her shaking trust in her
father caused by disappointment
after disappointment, earns her the
position of, if not the favorite (as
parents always tell their children
they do not have) then the best
liked child. After all, the hope that
she grudgingly places into her fa
ther's empty promises is still more
than he receives from her brother
and two sisters. From an outsider's
perspective, it is easy to blame a
kind of naivete for the faith she
gives her father when experience
shows that she knows better. Of
course, it proves to be more com
plicated than that. The reader gets
the sense that Jeannette did not
want to disappoint her father by
showing that no one believed in
the glass castle anymore, even if
she never comes out and says the

words herself.
When the family has no other
options but to impose on the re
luctantly and resentfully given
hospitality of their paternal
grandparents., the family moves to
Rex's birthplace, a small mining
town in West Virginia. The glass
castle seems farther away than
ever before. High school became
the transition period for the Walls
children, who were determined
not to become trapped in Welch,
West Virginia, as their parents
now seemed. A teenaged Jeannette
uses what resources she has at her
disposal to aid her and her siblings
in making lives for themselves in
New York.
The Walls children suffered
the consequences of their par
ents' whimsical and self-absorbed
behavior, which caused them to
become self-sufficient from an
early age. The decisions Rex and
his wife Rose Mary made seem

enough to make any child grow
bitter and angry but never do these
sentiments come across in the
words of this book. The author
clearly communicates her frus
tration with her parents, but she
just as effectively expresses her
love for them as well. She fondly
recalls the father who helped her
fight off the monsters of the dark
and the mother who loved to sing
and paint.
The Joshua tree that she re
members from her childhood
fought, to grow despite the harsh
wind that pounded on it from its
spot between the desert and the
beginning slope of a mountain.
This tree's fight to thrive despite
its conditions becomes allegorical
to the obstacles through which she
persevered in her own life. The
resilience of this family inspires.
As her mother told her, "It's the
Joshua tree's struggle that gives it
its beauty."
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This season's hottest flick: "The September Issue"
KEIGE TOM
GUFST WRITFR

KAITLIN PERRY
ASSOCIATF FDITOR

After a few months filled with
music festivals, I have grown to
greatly miss the experience of a
meaningful show in a cozy venue.
One of my favorite venues is the
Troubadour in Los Angeles, and
I also really like Che Cafe at
UCSD. There's something about
a small venue that makes a live
performance seem more real and
more passionate.
I did the Coachella thing last
spring, I raved it up at EDC, I tried
to do the HARD Summer thing
and I succeeded at surviving Street
Scene at the beginning of fall. The
festival scene is a lot more intense
than attending a single show.
The whole experience is an over
whelming spiral of running from
stage to stage for hours. You never
get to see an entire set because
every artist overlaps. You end up
missing the beginnings and ends
of shows, and it sucks.
That's not to say festivals suck.
They allow you to experience what
I describe as a fantasy world filled
with loud music, yummy funnel
cake and cold beer. You get super
hot and dirty from walking around
for hours, your knees are always
in danger of buckling, you end up
giving away more cigarettes than
you take in and you spend a bil
lion dollars on parking. To me, it's
all worth being able to see eight of
your favorite artists in one place.
Hitting up the festival scene
repeatedly, however, can jade
one into believing that every live
music performance is just as big
of an adventure and requires just
as much planning. It's hard for me
to remember that seeing a show in
Los Angeles on a random Friday
night is just as convenient as going
to dinner and a movie. I can dress
up or dress down and I can usually
park for free. I can plan on being
able to cool down if I get too hot
because the show will be at night
and I can just step outside for a
little bit. These realizations make
me crave a Friday night show
more than ever.
This morning I was informed
that Thorn Yorke and Flea are
playing a show together in L.A.
this weekend. Knowing that I only
have $44 in the bank right now, I
instantly laid my head back onto
my pillow and shed a tear. Not
only do I have to miss out on an
intimate live show, I have to miss
out on two music greats perform
ing together. That's something
you'd rarely get at a festival. And
if you did get to see a performance
like that at a festival, you'd surely
miss the end or probably have to
deal with electronic difficulties,
maybe a little feedback here and
there.
So while I have to save my
spending money for yet another
music festival's travel expenses,
I'll be thinking about the intimate
shows I'm missing and how I need
to learn to budget so I can bring
myself back into the real world
and experience some quality live
music.
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While actions may speak louder
than words, here at USD some
times fashion statements speak the
loudest. Gucci bags, Prada shades
and Se7en jeans, are just a few of
the high-end brands that can all be
spotted among the every day hustle
and bustle of students going from
class to class. It makes Merriam
Way seem more like a runway at
Milan Fashion Week.
I only jokingly imply that fash
ion may be a way of life for some
on this campus, however for Anna
Wintour Editor-in-Chief of Vogue
Magazine, fashion is life. "The
September Issue," is a new docu
mentary that gives a glimpse into
the crazy world of fashion, and
demonstrates the utter chaos that
goes into the making of Vogue's
2007 September issue.
The viewers are quickly ex
posed to the untamed fashion
jungle that lies within the plain
concrete exterior of the Vogue
offices in Time Square. The film
makes it clear that Wintour runs
her magazine with an iron fist and
ultimately decides every aspect of
the publication, which bears strik
ing resemblance to Meryl Streep's
character in the film, "The Devil

COURTESY ALLMOVIEPHOTO.COM
Wears Prada." Even though Win
tour could easily scare the life out
of her staff with just a cold stare
through her bug-eyed sunglasses,
she definitely upholds her repu
tation by breathing life into the
magazine. Wintour is definitely a
perfect fit for the job and always
makes a point to look the part. As
the film courses through photo
shoots, staff meetings, and New
York City Fashion Week, the

viewers also get to know this ice
queen's warmer side. Wintour
admits that her number one weak
ness is her children, thus, making
it fascinating to witness her shed
her armor when at home with her
daughter.
Following in her father's foot
steps, Anna proudly continues the
line of editors in the family. Not
everyone in Anna's family loves
fashion as much as she does. Her

daughter surprisingly is not the
least bit interested in entering the
world of fashion. She also says
her siblings are amused at what she
does. There are other interesting
key players in the film that have
pivotal roles in the magazine, such
as creative director and unsung
heroine, Grace Coddington. Along
with possessing an impeccable eye
for photo shoots, this ex-model
continues to butt heads with Win
tour as they constantly disagree on
opinions, however, still maintain
a sense of professional respect
for one another. Another hilari
ous character that added comic
relief, was Vogue's editor-at-large
Andre Leon Talley, particularly
in a scene where he shows off his
over-the-top designer outfit and
iced-out accessories during one of
his weekly tennis workouts. Al
though she may seem ruthless
at times, Anna Wintour's bold
intentions are for the good of the
magazine, which have made her a
true pioneer in the fashion edito
rial world. She knows what she's
doing. All in all, "The September
Issue" offers enough juicy drama
and comedy that will appeal to a
wide range of moviegoers and not
just those lovers of fashion. "The
September Issue" is now playing
in select theaters in San Diego.

Jay-Z's new album becomes one of his 99 problems
MICHAEL LU
GUFST WRITFR

Considered one of the most an
ticipated albums of 2009, Jay-Z's
11 th studio release, "The Blueprint
3," fails to live up to expectations
and satisfy the growing hunger
for a return to the framework that
made both "The Blueprint" and
"Reasonable Doubt" successful.
For the past decade, the Blueprint
brand has been Jay-Z's trademark
in dictating the agenda and direc
tion of hip-hop. However, the be
loved son from Brooklyn's Marcy
Projects, whom we've come to
admire for his journey from the
New York underworld to his
ascension as one of the greatest
emcees of all time, seems to have
reached an impasse in his career.
The first half of the LPstarts off
strongly, giving the indication that
Jay-Z has finally returned to form,
reminiscent in the first 2 Blueprint
albums and is ready to assert his
dominance again over the indus
try. In "Thank You", Jay-Z uses
his wealth and stature as a means
of silencing and deconstructing
his emcee rivals and detractors,

who've argued that he is no longer
worthy of being known as hiphop's vanguard. "D.O.A." is seen
as a verbal diatribe against hip-hop
and its continued dependence of
the auto-tuner. Jay-Z laments that
the auto-tuner is ruining the qual
ity of music being released and
shouldn't have a place in hip-hop
anymore. The crown jewel of the
album belongs to "Empire State
of Mind", a wonderful and beauti
ful song displaying Jay-Z's love
and appreciation for the city of
New York. It features vocals from
renowned R & B singer, Alicia
Keys, whose voice on the chorus
enhances Jay-Z's message.
In contrast, the second half of
the LP seems to brand an entirely
new train of thought, a concept
that seems to have backfired badly
on Jay-Z. The beat production
and guest appearances are the
primary culprits. The previous
Blueprint albums employed cuts
from Dr. Dre, Kanye West, Timbaland, and Just Blaze. Although,
Kanye and Timbaland reappear on
"Blueprint 3," Jay-Z also gives the
responsibility of creating beats to
Swizz Beatz and the Neptunes,
who seem to have lost their touch
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behind the boards. On Blueprint,
the most notable guest appearance
belonged to Eminem on the song,
"Renegade." Yet this time around,
Jay-Z decided to feature two up
and coming emcees, Drake and
Kid Cudi, who are severely un
derused, being relegated to hook
duty on "Off That" and "Already
Home," respectively.
Many artists like to expand
upon their craft and delve into
something that is completely dif-

ferent than what they are accus
tomed to. Nevertheless, someone
who has reaped millions of dollars
and has sold out at every concert
he's ever performed at, shouldn't
even need to put out an album
with the sole intention of making
money. Jay-Z has accomplished
so much in his storied career and a
Blueprint album that doesn't con
tain the same passion and motiva
tion found in the other two, isn't a
Blueprint album at all.

What should be on your iPod
The album stuck in my head this week
Ryan's Choice:

Justine's Choice:

"Baby Darling Doll Face Honey"
Band of Skulls

"Hold Time"
M. Ward

L
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Tucker Max gives off-beat words of advice to college kids
MORGAN PAYNE
SPORTS CO-FDITOR

RYAN SIDHOO
SPORTS CO-FDITOR

If you are a college student
and you do not know who
Tucker Max is by now, let us
introduce you to the life of
a narcissistic playboy. Five
years ago, Tucker collected 27
of what he considers to be his
best personal life stories into
one book and published it as "I
Hope they Serve Beer in Hell."
The book is a hilarious account
of his outlandish adventures
throughout college and law
school. Tucker, along with friend
and co-producer Nils Parker,
recently made the New York
Times bestselling novel into a
movie by the same name and
released it one week ago.
The movie, starring Matt
Czuchry as Tucker Max is
about a road trip to the ultimate
strip club. The entire story line
of the movie is based on actual
events that Tucker lived and
experienced. But how does the
book compare to the film and
also separate itself from the
plethora of comedies today?
The Vista: How did the book
develop into a movie?
Thicker Max: After the website
blew up in 2002-2003, we knew
we had something big. We
went the TV route for four or
five years, but we did not want
these Hollywood douche bag's
to f**** this s*** up. So that
is when me and Nils decided to
write a script and it became one
of those big thingsin Hollywood.
Eventually, the guys who made
"Donnie Darko" financed it.
V: How does this movie differ
from "The Hangover":
TM: Our movie has edgy, raw
humor. Being shocking and

being edgy are different things.
"The Hangover" is funny but it is
not believable. Tigers in taxicabs
doesn't happen, chickens in a
Vegas hotel doesn't happen. I
have spent a lot of time in Vegas
and you do not pull anything on
a Vegas hotel. There is no way
Mike Tyson is going to have
some f****ing weirdos in his
house. Everything in our movie
could and did happen. I did the
two most preposterous things in
the movie, one f*** a midget
and two; the s*** scene.
V: So, you wanted this movie to
be as real as possible?
TM: Exactly. I wanted it to
be raw and authentic, but still
funny. I want people at USD to
say, "Dude that totally happened
to us." Nobody says "remember
when we threw that Asian guy
in our trunk?"
V: How hard was it to pick and
choose which stories to use?
TM: Dude, it's like picking
which kid to take to Disneyland.
But I made this film not for
the established fan. I made this
movie for people who have
no idea who Tucker Max is. I
want people to walk in with no
concept of who I am but take
everything away from my story.
V: Why did you decide to take
the more universal approach?
TM:
I
saw
the
movie
"Watchmen," which was based
off a book and had a following
like my book. The movie was
beautifully made but I hated it
because I did not understand it.
The movie was made for all the
"Watchmen" fan-boys. If you
have to read a book to make
sense of a movie, you're doing
it wrong. Me and Nils took the
opposite approach.
V: How hard was it to be true
to your fans but attract that
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universal viewer?
TM: It is not that I do not love
my fans but lots of people do
not know about me. So I had to
make a movie that is true to the
book but understands that most
people who see [me] do not
know who I am.
While most people probably
take a superficial look at his
work, Tucker Max sees it as
something completely different.
Yes, the book and film are
mostly a collection of stories
about drinking and debauchery,
but there is much more to it.
Throughout our entire interview
with Max he kept harping on
one fundamental question that

all of us must answer; What are
you going to do with your life?
V: My professor called you an
a** h**** and people generally
think you are a jerk, but what is
the deeper message of your film,
book and life in general?
TM: I am glad you asked that,
most people just ask how many
girls I have f****ed. But you
can read my book and just read
it as a guy who parties and
drinks. But the deeper message
is that I had courage to pursue
my dreams and most people
do not do that. I went to one of
the best undergrads and had a
job at a prestigious law firm. I
walked away from it all because

it sucked. You have to ask
yourself, what type of person
am I going to be? Would I rather
attempt to do what I love and
fail than succeed at something I
hate because I can at least say I
tried doing what I love.
V: Do you have any advice for
USD students?
TM: Do not eat s*** for
money, do not become a sheep.
You don't want to talk big and
then end up working at Verizon.
You do not want to say, "this is
it? Is this why I worked hard at
school?" For me, I wake up and
I am the person I want to be,
right or wrong, I am happy with
myself.

Guy and girl discuss the dos and don'ts of fashion
RYAN COGHILL

A&C EDITOR
VICTORIA FANTOZZI

STAFF WRITER
Sitting in the Vista office, Victoria
Fantozzi and Ryan Coghill proceed
to discuss the fashions of today,
particularly those of students
attending the University of San
Diego.
Ryan Coghill: I like the rainbow
sandals.
Victoria Fantozzi: They
totally not fashionable.

are

RC: I think they are. I wear them
all the time. Personally, I am
more attracted to women who
wear Rainbows rather then the
expensive sandals.
VF: Like Gladiators?
RC:What the hell are Gladiators?
VF: Have you ever even seen
Gladiators?
RC: I saw the movie. It was great.
I am a big Russel Crowe fan.

Loved him in "Cinderella Man."

personally.

VF: Just forget about it. Are those
pants? Did you cut them yourself
or did you buy them already
ripped?

RC: Anyways. Back to the subject
at hand, something that I just do
not understand is when a girl feels
the need to wear heels to school?

RC: Actually, it was really hot one
day and I hadn't done my laundry
in about three months. So 1 cut my
jeans into shorts. I believe people
refer to them as jorts. They are
very in right now. All the Lamda
Chi's wear them and they seem to
pull all the girls.

VF: I totally agree. The thing
about fashion is there is a time and
place for everything. You have to
be practical. There is a difference
between effortlessly chic and just
plain tacky. You look like you
are trying too hard to impress.
However, I love my heels. I have
spent stupid amounts of money on
my heels. I wear them when the
time is appropriate. Why would
you want to ruin a perfectly good
pair of heels walking up and down
this campus? It's not like you are
going to the prom. You are going
to class.

Sports Ryan: I couldn't help but
overhear your conversation. Aren' t
you a sorority girl Victoria?
VF: No.
SR: Oh, that's right. It doesn't look
like you shop at Urban Outfitters
to maintain your earthy image.
RC: So, how do you define
yourself? A poor man's Victoria
Beckham?
VF: That actually describes me
quite accurately.
SR: I always preferred Baby Spice

three years ago. Then I wore my
girlfriends Fruit of the Loom
v-neck one night and felt pretty
handsome. Also, I was sporting
a massive amount of chest hair. I
love it.

me. Those really big belts that you
girls wear.

SR: Well my chest hair is thicker
than yours.

RC: Well I just don't like it
because I can't see their stomach.

(The Ryans proceed to compare
chest hair).

VF: That is the difference between
guys and girls. Guys could care
less about what the girl is wearing.
He just wants to check out her
body, for the most part. Girls on
the other hand are constantly
analyzing other girls' clothing.

RC: See. I am a man, bro.
VF: You guys are weird.
RC: So Victoria, what is the rule
of thumb for girls on repeating
an outfit? I personally have worn
these jorts twice this week.
VF: Well I wore these shorts
yesterday.

SR: I concur. There is nothing
more annoying than trying to
study and hearing the click clack
of a girl who can't walk in heels.

RC: I am glad we can agree on
something.

VF: Dressing up doesn't make
you stylish.

VF: That's totally okay, as long as
they are clean and you mix it up
with accessories and preferably a
different shirt.

RC: We should all just wear white
v-necks. I didn't like them about

RC: You know what else annoys

VF: I actually don't wear them. I
think it clutters the outfit. Less is
more.

RC: It really annoys me when
a girl says it is therapeutic to go
shopping.
VF: Ok, I don't think it's
therapeutic. 1 just do it. For me,
and this is going to sound cliche,
but fashion is an art form. I don't
play an instrument or paint. It is
a form of expression, the act of
styling yourself that is.
RC: Very well put, my friend.
Very well put.

ARTS & CULTURE
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Willet of the Cold War Kids chats with "The Vista"
RYAN COGHILL
A&C FDITOR
As many of you know, the Cold War Kids
preformed here at USD last Thursday after
noon. The USD Radio crew and I sat down
with lead singer Nathan Willett, of the Cold
War Kids for a post-show interview. As the
University of San Diego is a small school,
it was not surprising that the crowd was low
in attendance. When asked what it was like
to play for such a small crowd, Willet didn't
seem offended.
"We have done a couple of college shows
before," Willet said. "It is a different kind
of feeling and it's good. You just have to
know that people haven't already been won
over, in a sense, so there is that challenge."
It would seem as though the Cold War
Kids are going for an image to be accepted
in the Indie rock scene, something that we
do not see much of here at USD. How
ever, Nathan responded, "1 guess we have
been very fortunate to never have to think
about what we are going for. I think that
you kind of just do it."
Growing up in Orange County, Nathan
attended Biola University, a private Chris
tian school which explains the reason
behind the religious themes and imagery
that is incorporated in the lyrics he writes.
Nathan also noted favorite artists that have
influenced him in taking on a theological
angle, such as Bob Dylan, Nina Simone,
Johnny Cash and Leonard Cohen. This is
perhaps the reasoning for the rumors that
fly around the Internet of the Cold War
Kids starting off as a Christian rock group.
Nathan was quick to dismiss that rumor.
While on the subject of influences, I
thought this would be a good time to ask
Nathan how he felt about being compared
to the late Jeff Buckley.

"I don't know. It's tough," Willet said.
"Like most good things, he's awesome. It's
kind of tough because he only really put out
one record so he gets overblown, idolized
and overly talked about."
During the show the Cold War Kids
played two new songs. "Santa Ana Winds"
incorporates inspiration from a writer by the
name of Joan Diddieon.
"She lived in L.A.," Willet said. "She's
from California and she writes a lot about it
[the Santa Ana winds] in a way that makes
me really like California and Los Angeles;
in a way that when I was in high school
and always thought Orange County was the
worst and I wanted to leave. I think I spent
so many years of that time thinking, 'I got
to get out of here and then 1 think the last
few years of touring and once I was kind
of exposed to a lot of other things, there are
a lot of things of that part of the country
and world that I really like. There's a lot of
history but it always seemed like it was a
shallow history."
Since their last album debuted in Sept.
2008, the Cold War Kids have gained a
huge following in a very short time. The
band played a show in Aug. 2008 at the
Outside Lands music festival in San Fran
cisco, Calif. The show was well accepted
by the audience that was there, but it wasn't
packed. Only a short time later, the band
played Street Scene with an overwhelming
packed crowd.
"Those things can be deceiving," Willet
said, "Especially when you are on tour and
you are playing 30 or something shows. It's a
funny thing. We can play in England, maybe
10,000 people and then the next day some
thing like this [USD]. Then something like
Outside Lands. [It's] having a sense of what
we are to the world. Are we bigger now than

then, or smaller? You can't get wrapped up
in thinking about it too much because you
just do what you are doing. There's a funny
thing, I think, psychologically that happens
as you go through being in a band over the
years. You're going to ask yourself those
questions like, 'oh wow this show's really
good, this show is not so good, what does it
all mean?' But really a lot of it is just a waste
of time to think, when you are actually in it.
I think, in a sense, people outside of it have
a better perspective on what's going on."
Growing up in Orange County, Nathan at
tended Biola University, a private Christian
school which explains the reason behind the
religious themes and imagery that is incor
porated in the lyrics he writes. Nathan also
noted favorite artists that have influenced
him in taking on a theological angle, such
as Bob Dylan, Nina Simone, Johnny Cash
and Leonard Cohen. This is perhaps the
reasoning for the rumors that fly around the
Internet of the Cold War Kids starting off as
a Christian rock group. Nathan was quick to
dismiss that rumor.
While on the subject of influences, I
thought this would be a good time to ask
Nathan how he felt about being compared
to the late Jeff Buckley.
"I don't know. It's tough," Willet said.
"Like most good things, he's awesome. It's
kind of tough because he only really put out
one record so he gets overblown, idolized
and overly talked about."
During the show the Cold War Kids
played two new songs. "Santa Ana Winds"
incorporates inspiration from a writer by the
name of Joan Diddieon.
"She lived in L.A.," Willet said. "She's
from California and she writes a lot about it
[the Santa Ana winds] in a way that makes
me really like California and Los Angeles;

in a way that when I was in high school
and always thought Orange County was the
worst and I wanted to leave. I think I spent
so many years of that time thinking, 'I got
to get out of here and then I think the last
few years of touring and once I was kind
of exposed to a lot of other things, there are
a lot of things of that pgrt of the country
and world that I really like. There's a lot of
history but it always seemed like it was a
shallow history."
Since their last album debuted in Sept.
2008, the Cold War Kids have gained a
huge following in a very short time. The
band played a show in Aug. 2008 at the
Outside Lands music festival in San Fran
cisco, Calif. The show was well accepted
by the audience that was there, but it wasn't
packed. Only a short time later, the band
played Street Scene with an overwhelming
packed crowd.
"Those things can be deceiving," Willet
said, "Especially when you are on tour and
you are playing 30 or something shows.
It's a funny thing. We can play in England,
maybe 10,000 people and then the next day
something like this [USD]. Then something
like Outside Lands. [It's] having a sense of
what we are to the world. Are we bigger
now than then, or smaller? You can't get
wrapped up in thinking about it too much
because you just do what you are doing.
There's a funny thing, I think, psychologi
cally that happens as you go through being
in a band over the years. You're going to ask
yourself those questions like, 'oh wow this
show's really good, this show is not so good,
what does it all mean?' But really a lot of it
is just a waste of time to think, when you
are actually in it. I think, in a sense, people
outside of it have a better perspective on
what's going on."

' SAN DIEGO EVENTS CALENDAR
Ingrid Michaelson @ House of Blues

Oct 1

8:00 p.m., $15.50-$17.50

ZombieWalk @ Gaslamp Pacific Theater
5:30 p.m., Free

rvjr

Gaslamp: Dress up like the undead and wander the
downtown streets for fresh brains. The first 150
participants to bring non-perishable food items for
Food Not Bombs receive entrance to a screening
of the new Woody Harrelson movie, "Zombieland".

Sunday, Crafty Sunday
@ Filter Coffee House
5:00 p.m., Free

Second walk at 9 p.m.

Padres vs. SF Giants @ Petco Park

Oct 2

i

1:05 p.m.

Oct 5

Friday Night Movie: "Transformers 2"
9:00 p.m. at SLP Plaza Mayor, Free

Lady Dottie and the Diamonds @ U-31
10:00 p.m. 21+, $3

Brad Paisley w/ Dierks Bentley & Jimmy
Wayne @ Cricket Wireless Ampitheatre
7:30 p.m., $30

Oct 6

Padres vs. SF Giants @ Petco Park
Har Mar Superstar @ Casbah

7:05 p.m.

8:30 p.m. 21+,$12

Oct 3

Hey! Ho! Let's Go!, Punk night @ Winston's
10:00 p.m. 21 +

Andre Nikatina & Souls of Mischief
@ Canes Bar and Grill

Oct 7

,

9:00 p.m. 21+, $20/$25
Jamie Foxx @ San Diego Civic Theater
7:00 p.m., $100-$170
Padres vs. SF Giants @ Petco Park
7:05 p.m.

Ditch
the parking headache.
Buy a SDSU Student Semester Pass & score unlimited
rides on the Bus and Trolley all semester long.

On sale at the UC Box Office
September 1 - October 15,2009
$154

Valid August 26 - December 31,2009
(includes a $15 USD subsidy)
Limit one pass per student. Student ID required for purchase.
www.sdmts.com

Family Force 5 @ SOMA
7:00 p.m., $13
The Silent Comedy @ The Loft
9:00 p.m. 21+, $8
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Talking Matusz and Nicol realizing big league dreams
to Tucker

RYAN SIDHOO
SPORTS CO-FOITOR
A tape recorder, the
infamous Tucker Max (with
a drink in hand at 10:30 a.m.)
and me; naturally our conver
sation started off with the uni
versal alpha male language:
sports.
Tucker: So, you go to USD?
Ryan: Yes.
Tucker: If [USD] ever beats /
Kentucky again, I will come
burn down your f*****g
school.
Ryan: So I take it you're a big
sports guy?
Tucker: Only real sports:
football, basketball... and
hockey if I was from Canada.
Growing up in Kentucky,
Wildcat basketball became his
religion. Sports are a big part
of who Tucker is.
Besides his intelligence,
arrogance, wit and honesty;
what I noticed about Tucker is
how driven of an individual he
is. I hate to compare Tucker's
determination to that of a pro
athlete, but I will.
Tucker's name was not al
ways atop the New York Times
best-seller list. He graduated
from Duke Law with a J.D.
in 2001 and landed a job at a
prestigious law firm shortly af
ter. Like an NBA journeymen,
Tucker questioned his life. Was
working a desk job in an office
full of dull lawyers really his
calling?
When many of his col
leagues put their head down
and followed their friend called
conformity, this is when Tucker
Max did what only a few in the
game do (besides Rod Tidwell)
- Tucker went over the middle.
He decided to take a risk and
do what he loves, he became a
writer.
I am not trying to paint
Tucker as a saint. Yet, I am
impressed by his intensity and
passion regarding his job. 1 am
also impressed by his odd ball
professionalism. That is why 1
make the symbolic connection
between Tucker Max and that
perennial all-star being in the
gym before his -teammates
get there. Although Tucker
puts his body on the line in
another sense, he gives it 110
percent. Granted he is con
troversial, his risk has paid off.
Whether you consider it an ac
complishment or not, Tucker
Max is the best at what he does.
For Tucker's sake, I hope they
show Wildcat games in hell.

RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA

Sean Nicol crushes another bomb over the left field fence during his playing days at USD.

MICHAEL FERRARO &
TYLER FICK
STAFF WRITFRS
For most, the dream of be
coming a professional athlete is
exactly that: a dream. The statis
tics alone are disheartening. The
likelihood of stepping onto a pro
fessional baseball field as a player
is equivalent to filling Petco Park
with players from all around the
world to its maximum capacity
and picking one player.
Now, if one's dream somehow
involved playing professionally
alongside a life-long friend after
spending three years together at
the same college, it would sound

unlikley. Yet, for Sean Nicol and
Brian Matusz this is precisely the
case.
Both Nicol and Matusz grew
up in Arizona playing with and
against each other ever since
they were able to lift a glove.
"We played on multiple teams
together," Nicol said. "I just re
member thinking that we were go
ing to win every time he took the
mound. Brian not only has great
pitches, but he is the smartest
pitcher I have played with."
From little league to travel
ball teams, their paths continued
on together until they both found
themselves wearing Torero uni
forms. Now, with both of their un
believable college careers behind

them, the two USD greats are look
ing to the future, and it's definite
ly a bright one.
Brian Matusz, one of the
greats in a long line of USD south
paw all-stars, left school last spring
after being picked fourth over
all by the Baltimore Orioles in
the 2008 MLB draft. This made
him the highest draft pick ever out
of USD.
To call his career as a Torero
impressive is nearly insulting. His
totals include a 26-9 winning re
cord, an ERA under 3 and a whop
ping 397 strikeouts which lands
him second on USD's all-time
list. Additionally, he was named
an Ail-American for three straight
years, received the award for best

collegiate pitcher for his 2008 per
formance and was a finalist for
both the Roger Clemens Award
and the Golden Spikes Award after
the 2007 season.
There is no doubting Matusz's
impact on the Torreros' success
during his stay here at USD, but
he did not get all those wins on his
own.
Doing most of the fancy field
ing behind him for those three
years was Sean Nicol, USD's for
mer middle infielder and clutch
hitter who was picked up in the
16th round of the 2009 MLB draft
by the Washington Nationals. Nicol's career totals as a Torero in
clude a batting average over .300,
222 hits, 13 homeruns, 96 RBI's
and a near flawless fielding per
centage.
Matusz has been in the MLB
for a little over a year now, and
the two are in completely differ
ent stages of their careers. Matusz
has already made an impact on the
Orioles' club with a 5-2 record
and a 4.60 ERA. Nicol on the oth
er hand is still in the early stages
and processes of minor league and
rookie ball.
"The minor leagues is defi
nitely a grind day in and day out...
there are rarely days off and I've
lived in and out of hotels," Nicol
said.
Though the two are in com
pletely different worlds this does
not deter their hopes for meeting
again in the near future. The Bal
timore Orioles and Washington
Nationals have already met onge
this season in a three game series
earlier in the summer, and while
Nicol was not yet a part of the
Nationals professional club, it just
may be a matter of time.

More than a name, Walter J. ups the game
CHRISTOPHER HANNEKE
STAFF WRITER
Who is Walter J. Zable? As
far as most students here at USD
are concerned, he is simply "that
guy" the Torero Stadium field is
named after. However when you
look back on his life, you begin
to see that there is far more to
"that guy" than a field and you
begin to appreciate the generous
contribution that Walter Zable
continues to make towards college
athletics.
His story began at the College
of William & Mary where he
met his wife, Betty, and played
football before graduating in
1937. His success in college led
to a career in professional football
where he played for the Richmond
Arrows and the New York Giants.
However, it is not what Zable did
in his years on the gridiron that
earned him such praise; it is his
incredible career off of the field
that made waves.
At the age of 55, Zable founded
Cubic Corp., an electronics
company that developed the first
computer-controlled elevators and
the first electronic scoreboard for
what is now Qualcomm Stadium.
38 years and $250 million later, we
can appreciate just how incredible
this man's life is.
Perhaps most impressive is
how Zable not only continues
to work at his job with Cubic
Corp., but also remains an active
contributor to college athletics,

despite being 91 years old.
He was elected to the College
Football Hall of Fame in 1980 and
in 1987 he was given the Teddy
Roosevelt Award by the National
Collegiate Athletic Association. In
1990, he contributed $10 million
to his alma mater, the College of
William and Mary. Despite all of
these distinctions, it was not until
he co-founded the San Diego
Chapter of the National Football
Foundation that he was fully
appreciated by his fellow San
Diegans.
The
National
Football
Foundation is an organization
that honors the top college and
high school scholar-athletes in the
region. The Foundation contributes
in a wide variety of ways. They
award thousands of dollars in
scholarships each year, sponsor a
"Game of the Week" throughout
the high school football regular
season, and work closely with the
San Diego Chargers as an active
member in the Play It Smart
program.
In gratitude for being one
of its leading contributors and
supporters, the National Football
Foundation named the San Diego
Chapter the "Walter J. Zable
Chapter."
Walter J. Zable's continued
contribution to college athletics
has more than warranted a field
in his name. So next time USD
students see the Walter J. Zable
at Torero Stadium sign, they will
know that there is far more to the
story of "that guy."

Walter J. Zable Field at Torero Stadium hosting another classic.
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Men's soccer drops close match to UCLA Bruins

r^DICTIMC:
MA^I/ &
O
CRISTINE MOCK

struck 10 minutes into the game
when Ryan Hollingshead took a
shot and found the back of the net.
The Toreros headed into halftime
down by one, but feeling confident
that they would find the equalizer.
With only two minutes gone
in the second half, USD fouled
a Bruin inside their defensive
penalty box. Kyle Nakazawa took
the penalty kick and put UCLA on
top 2-0.
Luck shifted when thirteen

HALLIE HUSTON
STAFF WRITFR.S

The USD Men's Soccer Team
played the 8th ranked UCLA
Bruins on Friday night in Torero
Stadium and, despite a goal from
forward Andrew Feld, the Toreros
dropped the match 2-1.
USD came out fired up and
ready to go. However, UCLA

minutes later a USD player was
fouled in their offensive penalty
box. Andrew Feld took the penalty
kick and put USD back in the
game at 2-1. Even though USD
played with a sense of urgency the
rest of the game, it was not enough
to topple the 8th ranked Bruins.
Senior
defender
Ryan
Peterman thought the Toreros
played one of their better games of
the year.
"It was unfortunate for us to

come out with a 2-1 loss when we
out shot them 15-7; all we can do
now is look forward to our first
game in conference and hope to
prove ourselves as a dominant
force this year in the WCC,"
Peterman said.
With the loss, USD is now
4-3-0 on the season while UCLA
improves to 4-1-0. At their next
home game the Toreros will start
their West Coast Conference play
as they take on the USF Dons.

MORGAN PAYNE
•SPORTS CO-FDITOR
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The Toreros could not overcome eighth ranked UCLA, dropping the match 2-1.

Diary of a Torero: Sports and beyond
Bull Durham: Classic movie, classic lessons

JAMES MEADOR
FFATURF WRITFR

Every baseball player has
either seen or can quote every line
from "Bull Durham." This classic
is by far my favorite baseball
movie. The Durham Bulls are a
minor league team that brings in
12-year veteran catcher, Crash
Davis, in order to settle in a rookie
gunslinger, Nuke LaLoosh.
Crash Davis is an old hardnose catcher that knows the ropes
of the minor leagues and is forced
to deal with a young fireball
that only cares about himself.
Another main character in this
film is Annie Savoy, the team

"groupie." Some may call her a
"slump-buster, but Annie is more
than that.
When arriving in Durham,
Crash Davis and Nuke LaLoosh
are chosen as Annie's little pets
for the summer, but Nuke gets
first dibs. Annie has a weird way
of looking at the game and dealing
with her players. She believes that
if the players use different parts
of their brain and body, their
performances will be exceptional.
But to Annie's dismay, Nuke does
not play well while attending to
Annie's physical needs. It is not
until he really starts listening
to Davis that his career takes
off. So when Annie and Nuke

stop fooling around because of
superstitions, Crash moves in and
they fall in love and I assume they
live happily ever after.
Bull Durham is a perfect
example of the politics of love that
goes on between players. But even
though romance is in the air, there
is actually some really impressive
baseball being played.
Crash shapes Nuke into a
flame-throwing king that everyone
fears. All Nuke can really do is
thank Crash for being the only one
that gets him closer to his Major
League dream. Nuke's electrifying
fastball, exploding curveball and
newfound control finds itself up
with the big boys.

Personally, I know this
movie gives hope to a lot of
baseball players and it helped
me learn a lot about the minor
leagues. This movie does a great
job of replicating the actual
journey to the major leagues
and it makes you feel as though
anything is possible. However,
"Bull Durham" shows how hard
it is to travel, work out, party and
play baseball on a daily basis. It
might sound easy, but I can tell
you from experience that it is
extremely draining. This movie
touched me a lot and, as cliche
as it may sound, it has definitely
prepared me a little more for
professional baseball.

FromHouston to San Diego: Myjourney
BRANDON JOHNSON
FFATURF WRITFR

My brothers may never
realize this, but they are the reason
for me being in the position that I
am today. Being the youngest of
six brothers made me the follower
in the group. I always wanted to
go where my older brothers were
going, and do whatever it was
that they did.
One of the pastimes that my
brothers partook in on a regular
basis was sports, thus the reason
as to why I love sports so much.
Following
my
brothers
finally paid off when 1 was
allowed to play basketball with
them. Even if it was just shooting

around there was something about
touching a basketball that gave me
the feeling that I could do anything.
Because I never really played with
people my own age but generally
much older, it helped me mature
faster as a basketball player.
My love for sports continued
as I grew older and an idol that 1 had
growing up was Michael Jordan.
My first official basketball team
was for summer league basketball
on a team called the "No Limit
Bailers" for the rapper Master P.
I came into contact with Master
P because his team practiced in
the gym at my middle school. He
happened to walk in and sit down
while I was in the gym playing by
myself. He watched me play for

a while and then picked me up to
play on his travel team, and my
journey began there.
During the summers I
would travel the country playing
basketball. Having Master P
believe in me enough to offer me
that opportunity, as well as getting
a taste of the life I would lead by
pursuing a career in basketball,
made me crave it that much
more. The craving that I got for
that lifestyle made me want to
work much harder to make sure I
achieved my goals.
Throughout
high
school
I played both basketball and
football. I played football just
as much as I did basketball, but
there was always something about

basketball that gave me a feeling
that football never did.
So when it came down to
getting a scholarship for football
or basketball forcollege, I decided
to dedicate myself to basketball.
This is what lead me to USD. Not
only was USD a better lifestyle
than the one I lead in Houston,
but it also allowed me to focus on
basketball in a way that I had not
before.
As I continue to pursue a
career in basketball and strive
to better myself with each day
that passes, Llook to my current
favorite player Dwayne Wade
for inspiration. One day I hope to
achieve the success he has had
on the court.

Fantasy sports have taken
over my life. My first foyer into
the land of fantasy began in the
spring of my freshman year of
high school. At this time I had
limited knowledge about fanta
sy sports, but some friends and
I decided we should start up a
baseball league. None of us re
ally knew what we were doing
and I can only imagine how
poor our first draft was. I am
sure most of my friends draft
ed far too many players from
their favorite teams and made
some outlandish trade offers.
I instantly fell in love.
Tracking the players' statistics
was something I had always
done before starting the league,
but having a valid reason for
doing so was liberating. I no
longer felt like such a dork
for knowing Todd Flelton's
career batting average against
the opposing pitcher that night.
My friends and I contin
ued to play fantasy baseball,
added fantasy football the
next year and eventually bas
ketball senior year. We still
have a baseball and football
league each year and have
participated in some intense
battles throughout the years.
For me, this is the best time
of the year for fantasy sports
with all the major leagues in
season or on the brink of start
ing. My baseball league just
wrapped up play this past week
as I won the championship for
the second year in a row. Fanta
sy football is getting underway
and we are all looking for that
sleeper that will lead our team
to the playoffs. Basketball sea
son is right around the corner
and I am eagerly anticipating
this year's draft after a dismal
showing in last year's league.
However, fantasy sports
can be much more meaningful
than what they may seem to
the casual sports fan. They can
be a source of intense competi
tion among friends, but also a
great unifier as well. Our fan
tasy leagues have become a
unique way to stay in contact
with my high school friends
now that most of us are in dif
ferent corners of the country.
With all the fantasy ac
tivity this time of year, I am
happy my friends and I have
a good excuse to stay in con
tact and still banter about
what we love most: sports.
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The Vista

Toreros conquer Aztecs, look to keep rolling
TYLER WILSON
STAFF WRITFR
The nationally ranked USD Women's
volleyball team continued their dominance
on Friday night as they beat local rival San
Diego Stage University 3 games to 0 at the
Jenny Craig Pavilion. The win gave head
coach Jennifer Petrie her 200th career vic
tory and gave the Toreros confidence head
ing into WCC play. The victory improved
the Toreros record to 8-3 and gave them
their seventh consecutive victory. The win
also bumped them back to 20th in the latest
AVCA poll.
The Toreros flexed their muscles as the
nation's 22nd ranked team Friday night as
they swept the Aztecs with scores of 25-21,
25-17 and 25-14. The Aztecs had to take
multiple timeouts during the match to try
and halt the Toreros, but the Toreros were
simply unstoppable. During the second
game of the match, SDSU looked like they
were going to make things interesting, as
they had an 11-10 lead. However USD re
gained the lead 17 to 11 and never looked
back, dominating the rest of this game and
eventually the entire match.
Kelsi Meyers, who ranks 4th in the
NCAA in assists per set, continued her
dominance with 36 assists against the
Aztecs. Ali Troost had 11 kills on 19 swings
and posted a .579 attack percentage with no
errors. Kayleen Webster also had 11 digs
and Carrie Baird, a 6'1" freshman, made

her presence felt by recording 7 digs. In the
victory the Toreros looked fundamentally
sound, confident and completely prepared
for West Coast Conference Play.
The Toreros Women's volleyball team
had participated in three tournaments and
three non-conference matches before play
ing SDSU. After starting the season with a
strong victory over 25th ranked Long Beach
State, the women had a slump, losing three
straight. These losses came against Texas,
who is ranked second nationally, and UC
Santa Barbara twice, who has been at the
edge of the top 25 all season. After their 1-3
start, the women got back on track, winning
the Colorado and USD invitationals. At the
USD invitational, the Torero's faced 21st
ranked UC Irvine and won a close match
3-2.
The Women's volleyball team's tough
non-conference schedule has set them up to
continue their WCC supremacy. The Tore
ros look to capture their fourth consecutive
WCC championship and have nobody in
their way but themselves, as they are the
only ranked team in the WCC.
After losing in the first round of the
NCAA tournament last season and only
making it to Sweet 16 during their three
year WCC reign, the Toreros look to capi
talize on experience and determination to
fight for a national championship. The road
to their fourth consecutive WCC champion
ship begins against Loyola Marymount on
Thursday, Oct. 1 at 7 p.m. in Los Angeles.

RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA

The Toreros get pumped to take down cross town rivals

Johnson puts USD on map
MORGAN PAYNE &
RYAN SIDHOO
SPORTS CO-FDITORS
The day has finally come. Josh
H
Johnson has plastered USD all over
sports pages across the nation.
Johnson is starting for the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers.
. l"
.....
After a senior season in which he
threw 40 touchdowns and only one in
*
terception, Johnson was drafted in the
5th round of the 2008 NFL draft by the
A
Tampa Bay Buccaneers. This made John
son the first Torero to be drafted to the
NFL. After a prolific senior year, which
included being the offensive MVP of the
East-West Shrine game and having the
fastest 40-yard dash of any quarterback
at the 2008 NFL draft Combine, Johnson
did not see the field during his rookie
^
m
campaign.
Oh what a difference a year
RYAN BRENNANAHE VISTA
makes. After the struggles of Byron Josh Johnson, seen here in his early
Leftwich and the Buccaners wary to days at USD, was drafted by the Tampa
start rookie quarterback Josh Free Bay Buccaneers in 2008.
man, the Oakland native will finally
get his chance to prove himself on
Of IK i»iki:iiictiok
Americafs biggest stage: NFL Sunday.
The Bucs take on the Washington Red
skins who were the victims of a humili
Passing: 14-23 for 160 yds
ating defeat by the lowly Detroit Lions
who had lost 19 straight games. This
Rushing: 9 att.. 40 yds
could be a great opportunity for Johnson
to lead his team to a victory on the road.
For all of the fantasy sports owners
Score: 13-10 Buccaneers
out there it might be a giant leap of faith
but Johnson is owned by only 2% of
Yahoo! owners. The same site is project
ing him to throw for 184 yards while
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Josh Johnson
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Ducks green uni's
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Rain at USD
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Mark Sanchez
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USC Barbells
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Stephon's larynx
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NL Wild Card race
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AL Wild Card race
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Lions win
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Redskins' credibilty
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NBA training camps
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NBA pre-season
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Place kickers
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Replacement refs
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Favre's arm

•

Tebow's head

•

Obama in Denmark
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Denmark

•

619sports.net
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Nets ownership
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Padres' 4000th loss
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Seau's restaurant

•

Seau getting trampled
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Chargers D
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Pennington's season

•

The Blueprint

•

The Blueprint 3

Bill Simmons, Scoop Jackson, Hunter. S. Thompson, You?
Become the next great sports writer
Writers meetings Tuesdays 12:30 in SLP 403B

